Money- Lenders

been in use for a number of years.
The only remaining new clause’is No.
103, which emables the evidence of
children to be taken not necessarily on
oath. The operation of the clause is
limited. T do not think it is well that
children should always be sworn; for
some of them may not understand the
nalure of an oath, Those are the main
provisicns of the Bill. I trustI bave ex-
plained it sufficiently to the House; and
I think it will be appreciated by legal
members, particularly by Mr. Moss. I
understand that it is a measure which he
when in office had partly prepared, and
which I believe he intended to introduce.

M=z. Moss: It was prepared under my
instructions,

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was only prepared three weeks ago. I
believe that the Bill will be generally
appreciated by the legal profession. As
I said at the opening, there are now 21
statnies governing the law of evidence.
Of these the Bill will repeal 19, and will
consolidate the law so that it may be
contained in ome Aet. Some new
principles are introduced, which I have
briefly explained. 1If there are any other
points with which the House would like
to beacquainted, I shall be pleased, when
in Committee, to afford the necessary
information. I do nof think that the
new provisions are aught but improve-
mentg of the existing law, with the ex-
ception of onme or two which I have
indicated as perhaps going too far. Most
of the new clauses are taken from the
Indian Act, compiled by the eminent
jurist to whom I have previously re-
ferred.

Question put and passed,

Bil! read a second time.

BILL—MONEY-LENDERS.
IN COMMITTEE.
Hox. M. L. Moss in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.
Claunse 5—Definition of money.lender:
Hox. M. L. MOSS moved that Sub-
clanse (a) be struck cut. The reasons
were given on the second reading. In
this State money-lending transactions
were frequently conducted by pawn-
brokers; hence it was necessary to bring
them within the scope of the Ball.
Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

(29 Auaust, 1906.)
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Clause 6—agreed to,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment ; the
report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: At
the reguest of several members who live
at some distance and cannot conveniently
attend the House for only one day in the
week, 1 will ask the House to adjourn
till Tuesday, the 1lth September. A
Bilt which was expected but which has
not yet been completed by the printer
will meanwhile be posted to members.
When the House reassembles there will
be sufficient business to keep members
fully engaged.

The House adjourned accordingly at
23 minutes past 8 o'clock, until Tuesday,
the 11th September.

tepislatibe Assembly,
Wednesdny, 29th August, 1906.
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Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE RETICULA-
TION, PERTH.

Me. H. BROWN asked the Minister
for Works: When does he propose call-
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ing for tenders for any portion of the
reticulation works in connection with the
sewerage of Lhe city of Perth?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The time cannot be definitely
stated owing to the fact that a contract
has not yel been let for the delivery of
stoneware pipes. To encourage local in-
dustry, certain tests as to the suitability
of local clay (as a substitute for Camber-
field clay) for the manuiacture of these
pipes are now being carried out in Mel.
bourne, and results are not yet available.
Reticulation works are dependent on the
construction of the wain sewers. It is
hoped to call for tenders for the first
section of this latter work next month.

QUESTION—RAILWAY BRIDGE,
PERTH.

Mr. H. BROWN asked the Minister
for Railways: When is it proposed to
commence the work of widening the
Beaufort Street bridge, Perth? I would
like to explain my reasons for asking
this question. Itis the only work I have
asked the Government to carry out in
Perth for the last three years. The
bridge is absolutely dangerous mnow.
Last year a sum was placed on the
Hstiinates for the widening of the bridge,
and the citizens of Perth expected the
work to be completed some time ago.
Now we learn through the Press that the
work has been postponed because of the
proposed viaduct.

Tee MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : Notice bas to be given to
tenants to vacate premises, and material
has to be got together. It is hoped that
a start will be made early next month,
In veply to the remarks of the hon,
member, 1 may say that many good
reasons could be advanced for the delay.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Przmier: 1, Public Library
of Western Australia—Report for year
ended 80th June, 1906. 2, Notes on
Western Australian Timbers suitable for
railway and other constructional pur-
poses.

By the MinisTER Fop Mings: 1, Ad-
ditional Reports on the Analysis of
Liguors,

[ASSEMBLY.]

J.P. Removed.

RETUR.N—IM MIGRANTS AND SETTLE-
MENT.

Me. HEITMANN (Cue) moved that
there bo laid upon the table a Return
showing—

1, The number of immigrants assisted to
this State by the Government during the lash
gix months. 2, The occupahons of the male
adult immigrants prior to c¢oming here.
3, How many of these have settled on the
land.

Mzn. BATH moved an amendment that
the following be added as paragraph 4:—

4, The number of men and lads registered
at tho Government Labour Bureau, Perth, for
the firet gix months of 1906 (who had heen not
motre than aix months in the State) from tbe
British Isles and the Continent of Europe,
together with their occupations as registered.

Amendment passed; the question as
amerided agreed to.

PAPERS—JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
REMOVED.

Mr. E. E. HEITMANN (Cue)
mwoved—

That a.ll papers relating to the removal
of Mr. Lioyd's name From the list of
Justices of the Peace for the Murchison Dis-
trict be laid on the table.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
T have to oppose this motion. I think it
would be unprecedented for confidential
cownmunications of such a natuare to be laid
on the table. This gentleman’s name was
omitted from the list of justices of the
peace when the list was revised last yvear,
and 1 do not think it is at all advisable
to Jay the papers on the table.

Mr. Herruann: Will you allow me to
see the papers ¥

Tug PREMIER: If you approach me
later on, perhaps I may.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret):
There may perhaps be some justification
for the member for the district obtaining
some knowledge of the cause for the
removal of the name of a justice of the
peace; but I think it is a rather bad pre-
eedent to establish to move in this House
for confidential papers to be laid upon
the table. The Premier controls the
appointments to the position of justices
of the peace, and Premiers from year to
year have to exercise much discretion in
allowing certain gentlemen to retain
the positions of justices. Probably some



J.P. Removed :

gentlemen when appointed were quite
competent to hold the positions, but s
time rolls on there is found necessity to
remove their names frowm the list. In
many instunces the Premier bas to rely
on very confidential communiecations, and
it would be hardly fair or right, and it
would be a very bad precedent, to make
these private and confidentinl communiea.
tions public by placing them on the table
of the House. However, I think the Pre-
mier might allow the member for the dis-
trict to peruse the papers to satisfy him-
self as to the justness or otherwige for
removal of the name. I koow there are
several wise propositions that could be
made from various parts of this State with
reference to the removal of justices of the
peace. It is idle for members to be
hypocritical and to think that men are
placed on the roll of justices of the peace
purely because of their knowledge of
and ability to administer the law. Inall
the States appointments have been made
tor political reasons-—perhaps it will not
continue too long in the future—and
sirong partisans and Government sup-
porters have been recommended from
various sources as justices of the peace;
and as long as there is no strong opposi-
tion concerning the character of the
gentlemen recommended, the Premiers
make the appointments. In after years
it is found absolutely necessary that
names should be struck off. I would
like to see the member for Cne get every
facility to know why this pame was
removed. I do not think that T have the
pleasure of knowing the gentleman in
question — [Mr. Heirmann: He is
well known]|—but the hon. member
must have strong reasons for moving
for these papers. I hopethe Premier will
give the hon. member the necessary infor-
mation through a perusal of the file.
T know that sioce I have been a member
of Parliament I have been called upon by
men who have been removed from the
roll to find out the reason of their
removal. I have inquired from the
Premier of the day and have been satis.
fied that it was absolutely necessary for
their names to be removed from the roll ;
and it is perhaps not right that those
reasons should be published. Sufficient
I think is done on the part of the
Government when they remove one who
is objectionable.

[29 Auaust, 1806.]
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Mr. Horax: They omit his name;
they do not remove him.

Me. TAYLOR : They omit his name,
which is practically removal. I hope it
will not be necessary for this motion to
he pressed, because I do not feel inelined
under the circumstances to supportit. I
think it would be a very bad precedent.
T wonld like tn hoar other members give
their views on the point.

Me. HEITMANN (in reply as mover):
The reasons for my moving this metion
are various. T inay state that this
gentleman is a business man in the centre
of my electorate. He has been there for
some 10 or 12 years, I believe, doing
business with many people in Western
Australia. He is a mine-owner ewploy-
ing a great number of men. For I
helieve the last five or six years he has
been on the commission of the peace.
Recently an individual approached him
with the object of getting him to sign a
certain document. That decument was
gigned—I believe it was in conpection
with some law case which went before
the warden —and this individual was told
that this gentleman’s name had heen
removed from the list. Naturally he
would wonder why the name wasremoved.
This gentleman is well known in the
district, and it is likely to damage him to
a certain extent. I think that seeing he
is prepared to have it made public—and
the fact that I wove this motion to-day
shows he is not afraid of what will be
divulged—his conscience must be clear,
and surely some reason must be given to
him privately. If vou have sufficient
reason and are satisfied he is not a fit and
proper person, it is only fair to tell the
maxn straight out, and not put bim to the
bother of trying to find out for himself.

Mr. Horan : And luy yourself open to
an action.

Mr. HEITMANN : Whether onewould
be open to an action or not, this fact re-
mains, that this man has had the honour
conferred on him for some time, and now
suddenly it has been taken away. If he
is not fit to hold that position, the
general public should, I think, know
why.

Mr.
matter ?

Me. HEITMANN: At the request of
the individual himself. If heis prepared

Dagrisn: Why advertise the
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to have it published, why should we he
afraid to make it public ? Therefore, I
move the motion, and you can do what
you like with it.

Question put and negatived.

MOTION — ELECTORAL. EAST TFRE-
MANTLE, TO DECLARE VACANCY.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)

moved—

That in consequence of the decision of the
Chief Justice in the matter of the petition of
Angwin ». Holmes, lodged under the Electoral
Act 1904, that the election of Holmes the
sitting member was void, the seat of the hon.
member for East Fremantle be declared
vacant.

He said : In rising to move the motion
standing io wmy name, asking that the
seat of the member for East Fremantle
be declared vacant, I wish fo point out
thut I am influenced in bringing the
motion forward solely because I fesl that
the House is sitting silent on a question
that directly affects the rightsand powers
of members in this Legislative Assembly ;
and I also feel that by sitting silent on
this point we are committing or aiding
and abetting injustice being dome to
the electors of Bast Fremauntle. In my
endeavour to justify thie opinion it will
be necessary for me to quote considerably
from authorities, and 1 trust I shall not
weary members in giving those quota-
tions. To my mind they will be very
interesting, and they are quotations that
ghould be within the knowledge of every
member, because they directly refer to
the rights, privileges, and powers of the
members of this Legislative Assembly.
In order to bring members up to the time
that the appesl was lodged against the
decision of the Chief Justice of this
State, it will be necessary for e to out-
line exactly the course adopted by those
who claim that the return of Mr. Holmes
was invalid. The petition was lodged by
Mr., Angwin on the 14th December last
year. An application was made on two
occasions to the Court, asking the Court
to take evidence of wilnesses who were
leaving the State. Then again another
application was made to the Court to in-
speet the rolls, or in all tbree times this
case was brought on by Mr. Angwin
before the Supreme Court previous to the
actual hearing of the petition. The peti-
tion was heard by ihe Chief Justice on
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the 26th March, over three months after
the actual lodging of the petition. I
desire to Lring this point out because it
has been urged that this case bas been
unduly delayed, not by the Court, or not
by the defendant, but hy the peti-
tioner. This is nbsolutely unfair to
the petitioner. Members will rcalise
the importance this will bave on the
forthcoming election. Personally I have
no doubt the election will come even-
tually. I think that after I have
finished this motion we shall have an
election more speedily than we should
have done had this motion not come for-
ward, because 1 feel sure that I can con-
vince members that it is not only our
right to interfere in this matter, but it is
our absolute duty to do se. Secondly,
if the defendant can convince the
people of East Fremantle that this case
has been unduly dolayed by the peti-
tioner— [Memeer: He cannot]—I do
not think he can: but if he were success-
ful in that, it would have a big influence
on the forthcoming election. I have
pointed out that it took three months,
after the lodging of the petition, before
the petition actually came before the
Supreme Court. The case lasted four
days. A decision was given on the 12th
April, or four months after the lodging
of the case. The decision wus given by
the Chief Justice on that date that the
election was null and void. After that
decision was given, Mr. Barsden, on
behalf of Messrs. Moss & Barsden, applied
for a stay of proceedings. This stay of
proceedings was refused by the Chief
Justice, who stated that his decision was
final and gave no right of appeal. After
the right of appeal was refused by the
Chief Justice, inquiries were made as to
whether the Government of the day in-
tended to take action for the issue of a
writ for a new election. It was found
out by the petitioner that the Govern-
ment did not intend to take any action
until Parliament met. Then the peti-
tioner, feeling that the Government were
not justified in waiting till Parliament
met after the decision was given by the
Chief Justice, caused the following letter
to be written to His Excellency the
Goveruor :—

Sir,—I am instructed by my client, Myr, W,
C. Angwin, who is a candidate for the seat, to
inquire why the writ for the election for a
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member to represent the East Fremantle elec-
torate in the Western Australian Legislative
Assembly has not yet been issued. Under the
Eleetoral Act 1804, Clause 171 (3), when an
election has been declared absolutely void, as
hus been the case of the election on the 27th
October last of Mr. J, J. Holmes, a new elec-
tion shall be held, and under Clause 29 of the
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1899, the
writ for such a new election rhall he jssned by
the Governor, except as provided in Section
30 of the said Act. The case in point is noé
provided for under the said 30th Section, and
it follows therefore that the writ should be
issued by Your Excellency. The order of
Court declaring the election absolutely void
was taken out on the 18th April last. I bave
the honour to be, sir, your cbedient servant,
{Signed) C. J. B. Le MEsurI:R.

The following reply was received from
His Excellency the Governor :—

I am directed by his Excellency the Gov-
ernor to ackuowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 30th ultimo, and to state that
the solicitor for the respondent has intimated
that he is appealing from the judgment of the
Supreme Court to the High Court of Australia,
and His Excellency is advised that a writ
should not be issued for a supplementary
election until the appeal is disposed of. I
have the honour to be, sir (eteetera).

I want to emphasise the point that when
His Excellency the Governor replied to
the letter sent to him the appeal had not
been lodged, but His Excellency only
received an intimation that it was the
intention of the defendant to appeal
against the decision of the Chief Justice.
In convection with this matter I do not
desire to cast any reflections un anyone,
but I feel that I am absolutely justified
in pointing out to hon. members these
facts, that the firm of solicitors who
represented Mr. Holmes in this petition
were Messrs. Moss aud Barsden, and it is
well known that Mr. Moss took a very
active interest in the East Fremantle elec-
tion. He wasanelectioneering agent practi-
cally, or electioneering canvasser, for the
return of Mr. J. J. Holmes. Then after the
return of Mr. J. J. Holmes this same Mr.
Moss, when the petition was lodged, was
requested by Mr. Holmes to represent
bim before the Bupreme Court. When
the petition was successful and the elec-
tion declared null and void Mr. Moss
was Attorney General. [Me. DaoLisa:
Honorary Mimister.] If bhe was not
Attorney General, we all know he occu-
pied the position of Attorney General.
He was the legal adviser of the Govera-
ment; he was the head of the Crown
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Law Department. Then we have Mr.
Moss as an electioneering agent; we have
Mr, Moss as the lawyer on behalf of the
defendant ; and we have Mr. Moss as
Attorney General advising the Gaovernor
that an appeal was pending. And I
desire to emphasise this peint, that after
the authorities I have read on this gues.
tion I feel satisfied I can convince this
House that Mr. Moss’s advice to His
Excellency the Governor on that occasion
was not sound ; and, farther, after read-
ing these authorities, I am absolutely
convinced that the Crown Solicitor and
the Crown Law Department generally do
not concur in the decision arrived at by
Mr. Moss on that occasion, and they
could not possibly agree with the advice
tendered to His Excellency the Governor
by the legal practitioner, then acting
Attorney General, Mr. Moss. On the
12th June, on an ez parle statement,
application was made by Messrs. Moss
and Barsden, on behalf of Mr. J. T,
Holmes, to the High Court, for leave
to appeal against the decision of the
Supreme Court of Wesiern Austraba.
The Supreme Court agreed to grant the
right of appeal, reserving certain rights
for Mr. Angwin; and for the informa-
tion of members I will just read the
decision of the High Court on the occa-
sion when the first application was made
by the solicitors representing Mr. J.J.
Holmes. This is from the Melbourne
Herald of the 12th June, 1306 :—

A Disputed Election.—In the High Court
to-day an application was made on behalf of
John Joseph Holmes, of Fremantle, for special
leave to appeal against a decision of the
Supreme Court of Western Australia. Mr.
Holmes was elected in October last to
represent the constituency of Fremantle
East in the Legislative Assembly of Wes-
tern Australia, and a petition against his
reburn was subsequently lodged by Mr,
‘William Charles Angwin, another candidate
for the seat. The grounds of the petition
were that people who had left the district had
been allowed to vote and that other voters
had been personated. The Supreme Court of
Waostern Australia declared the election veid,
and Mr. Holmes desired to appeal to the High
Court, with the view of testing the power of
the Supreme Court to hear the petition in the
absence of evidence as to the date of the
return of the writ. The High Court granted
the leave asked for, but the Chief Justice (Sir
Samuel Griffith) expressed a doubt as to
whether that Court had jurisdiction to deter-
mine the appeal. It would be a guestion, he
said, fo be decided when the appeal came
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before the Court, and it reserved leave to the
respondent to move that the appeal be dis-
charged,

So consequently we find that on the
application of the representatives of Mr.
J. J. Holmes, the Court stated that they
would grant an appeal ; but they reserved
the right to Mr. Angwin to oppose the
granting of that appeal, because the
Chief Justice of the High Court of Aua-
tralia was of opinion that the appeal
could not be allowed.

Tae ArrorNEY (ENERAL: No; he
reserves all rights, but does not say that
the appeal could not be allowed.

Mz. JOHNSON : The remarks of the
Chief Justice were: “ He expressed doubt
that the court had jurisdiction to hear
the appeal.”

THE ATTORNEY (RENERAL:
the matter hud not been argued.

Mr. JOHNSQON : The Chief Justice
expressed a doubt as to whether they had
a right to do so, and gave Mr. Angwin
the opportunity to protest against the
appeal being allowed. That was on the
12th. On the 19th a letter was sent to
Mr. Le Mesurier, Mr. Angwin’s solicitor,
giving the decision of the High Court,
and requesting that he should statea
time when he would be prepared to argue
the guestion of the right of appeal before
the High Court. But while that letter
was written on the 19th, we find on the
21st that Mr. Holmes, in an interview
published in the Press, tried to place the
respousibility for delay on the shoulders
of Mr. Angwin. Mr. Holmes tried to
lead the people of the State, and more
especially the people of East Fremantle,
to believe that Mr. Angwin was unduly
delaying the question. In other words,
he tried to contend that Mr. Angwin
should, in less than two days, do what it
had taken Mr. Holmes two or three
wonths to do. 1t was absolutely unfair
for the solicitors on behalf of Mr. Holines,
or for Alr. Holmes himself, to claim that
the delay was due to Mr. Angwin. If
there be any crime attached to the delay
it is absolutely on the shoulders of
Mr. Holmes and no one else. I de-
sire to draw attention to the fact that
an appeal has been lodged in the High
Court, and that the Chief Justice has
doubts as to whether the High Court
can determine that appeal. In our
Electora! Act of 1904, we clearly out-

Because
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lined in Section 167 that all decisions of
the Court should be final and conclusive
without appeal, and should not be ques-
tioned in any way. The Act provides in
Section 168 that the Master of the
Supreme Court shall forthwith on the
filing of a petition forward to the Clerk
of the House of Parliament affected by
the petition a copy thereof, and that after
the hearing of the petition he shall forth-
with forward to the Clerk the ordev of
the court. When we passed that Act we
distinctly laid down our desire that there
should be no appeal; and it was our
intention that immediately the Clerk of
Parliameot was notified, it was his duty
to forthwith issue a writ for a new
election. From these sections it will be
found that our Act distinetly provides
that there shall be no appeal. At least
that is how it appears to a layman.
Those of us who were in Parliament at
that time know full well that it was the
intention of Parliament &that there should
be no appeal against the decision of the
Supreme Court of Western Australia in
connection with these petitions. It was
urged by the solicitors for the defendant
that under the Federal Constitution Act
the right of appeal is given; but I would
point out that an appeal from the
Supreme Court to the High Court can
only take place when an appeal is justi-
fied from the Supreme Court to the
Privy Council; and to clearly demon-
strate that this is so, I desire to quote
from a decision of the High Court on
this very question. I quofe from the
case of Parkin and James. The question
was a8 to whether the High Court had
the right to hear appeals, and the High
Court decided as foliows:—

The appellate jurisdietion of the High
Court is conferred by fthe Constitution Aect,
and not by the Judiciary Act. Section 73 of
the former provides that the Bigh Court shall
have jurisdiction * with such exceptions and
subject to such regulations as Parliament
prescribes to hear and determine appeals from
all judgments, decrees, orders, and sentences ™
of Federal Courts, or “ of the Supreme Court of
any State, or of any other court of any State
from which the establishment of the Com-
monwealth an appeal lies to the Queen in
Cougcil.”

T quote this to show that the appeal frem
the Supreme Court to the High Court
can only take place when the right exists
for an appeal from the Supreme Court
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to the Privy Council. If there is mo
right. of appeal from the Supreme Court
to the Privy Council, there is absolutely
10 right for an appeal from the Supreme
Court to the High Court. The decision
goes on:—

The section proceeds—** But no exception or
regulation preseribed by the Parliament shall
prevent the High Court from hearing and de-
termining any appeal from the Supreme Court
of a State in any matter in which at the estab-
lishment of the Commonwesalth an appeal
Jies...... to the Queen in Council. Unfil
the Parliament otherwise provides, the condi-
tions of and restrictions on appeals to the
Queen in Council from the Supreme Conrts of
the several States shall be applicable to
appeals from them to the High Court.”

The High Court distinctly lays down
that they have only the right of hearing
appeals when the Privy Council would
have the same right to bear an appenl
from the decision of a Supreme Court.
It is necessary for us, therefore, to see
what opinion the Privy Council hold on
this question. It has been clearly pointed
out by that decision of the High Court
that if the Privy Council have no right
to hear un appeal on a question of this
description, then the High Court have no
right to hear one. Conseguently it will
be necessary for me to show members the
exact opinion of the Privy Council on a
question exactly similar to the one under
review.

Tae ArrorNEY (GENERAL: Where is
the case of Parkin and James reported ?

Mr. JOHNSON: In the Cowmon-
wealth Law Reports, Vol. 2, Part 3.
Before giving the decision of the Privy
Council on a similar case to that
under review, I desire to outline to mem-
bers that it was decided by the Legis-
lative Assembly of Western Australia
that we should hand over the determining
of all election petitions to the Supreme
Court. We know that previously the
different Parliaments of Austrahia re-
served the right to hear and determine
these petitions themselves by what T
think were called Elections and Qualifi-
cations Cowmmittees, or something of
that kind; but in our legislation we
removed the settlement of these disputes
from the members of the Legislative
Assembly to the Judges of the Supreme

Court, and our action in that regard was,

absolutely concurred in by His Majesty-
in-Couneil ; because our Bill, in which
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we stated that we would give the right to
the Supreme Court to determine these
petitions and that the decision of the
Court should be final, was reserved for
the Royal assent and was confirmed by
His Majesty-in-Council. It must be
remembered, also, that we distinctly laid
it down in Section 165 of the Electoral
Act 1904 that the law of evidence should
not influence the Judge, but that he
gshould be guided by equily and good
conscience. The section says:—

The Court shall be guided by the substantial
merits and good conscience of each case with-
out regard to legal forms or technicalities.
When we gave the right from this
Agsembly to the Supreme Court to settle
these election petitions, we gave the
Court absolute power to conclude the
question and to give a final decision, and
our action was confirmed by His Majesty-
in-Council. We also decided that the
Judge should be guided by egquity and
good conscience rather than Dby legal
technicalities. It will be seen that this
particular Court was specially created to
relieve the Legislative Assembly of the
trouble of deciding these petitions, and
we clearly laid it down that the Court
should lave absolute power to conclude
the question. To show that there is no
appeal from a decision under an Act
where it is clearly laid down that the
Judge shall be guided by equity and
good counscience rather than by legal
technicalities, I will quote from a decision
of the Privy Couneil in the case of special
leave to appeal from an equity and good
conscience section contained in an Act
passed in Tasmania. It is the case of
Moss and Parker (Law Reports 96,
Appeal Cases). I will read sulficient of
this decision to justify my contention
that there is no appeal from an equity
and good conscience section ; that from a
measure in which it is clearly laid down
that the decision of the Judge shall be
guided by equity and conscience rather
than by legal techmicalities, there is
absolutely no appeal. This deciston is as
follows:—

The present petitioner applied for a grant of
land, and certain persons eantered caveats,
alleging that the land was already granted to
someone under whom they claimed. If so, the
Court could not deal with the case. The gues.
tion turned cn the conmstruction of a gront—
whether it was made for life or in fee simple.
The Court held that it was a fee simple grant,
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which, so far s their duties went, put an end
to the case. The petitioner then applied for
leave to appeal ; and the Court held that they
were precluded from granting such leave by
8. 5 of the Act of 1858. In this opinion they
were clearly right.

This is the opinion of the Privy Council.
The jndgment continues ;(—

This application, however, is made to the
discretion of Her Majesty-in-Council ; and the
refusal of a claim to appeal as of right is only
used, as it is often guite unfairly used, to in-
fluence the discretion of the Crown in the
petitioner’s favour. So we are led to the
farther question whether the subject matter
is one to which the prerogative of granting
appeals frow courts of justice can apply. The
Supreme Cowrt has rightly observed that Her
Majesty’s prerogative is not taken away by
the Act of 1858, but intimates a doubt whether
it ever came into existence. Their Lordships
think that this doubt is well founded. They
cannot look upon the decision of the Supreme
Court as a judicizl decision admitting of
appeal. The court hay been substituted for
the commissioners to report to the Governor.
The difference is that their report ia to be
binding on him. Probably-it was thought that
the status and training of the Judges made
them the most proper depositaries of that

ower. But that does not make their actiona
judicial action in the sense that it can be
tested and altered by appeal. It was no more
judicial than was the action of the commis-
sioners and the Governor. The court is to be
guided by equity and good conscience and the
best evidence. So were the commissioners.
So every public officer ought to be. But they
are expressly exonerated from all rules of law
and equity, and all legal forms.

Exactly the same as in our measure. The
judgment coniinues :—

How then can the propriety of their decision
be tested on appeal ? What are the canons by
which this board is to be guided in advising
Her Majesty whether the SBupreme Court is
right or wrong? It seems almost impossible
that decisions can be varied except by refer-
ence to some rule ; whereas the court making
them is free from rules. If appeals were
allowed, the eertain result would be to estab-
lish some gystem of rules ; and that is the very
thing from which the Tasmanian Legislature
has desired to leave the Supreme Court free
and unfettered in each case. If it were clear
that appeals ought to be allowed, such diffi-
culties would have to be met somehow. But
there are strong arguments to show that the
matter is not of an appealable pature.

That would clearly show that in that case
the Tasmanian Legislature laid down in
the special Act in connection with land
transactions that the Court should be
guided by good conscience and not by
legal forms and teclinicalities. And they
laid down that where tbat was distinctly
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specified by the Legislature there was no
appeal from the decision of the Supreme
Court on the question. To find out how
this question affects the conclusion [ have
arrived at, that there is no appeal, it will
ba necessary to read a decision arrived at
by the Privy Council upon an election
petitition almost similar to the one under
review, The Privy Council agrees that
there is no right of appeal where it is laid
down that the Supreme Court of the
State should be final and conclusive ; and
in order to show this I shall have to
quote somewhat extensively, and I hope
members will bear with i1ne, because this
is the crux of the whole question. There
was an appeal from the Supreme Court
of Canada to the Privy Council, and
the Privy Council has laid down its
opinion on a question which is almost
identical with the guestion raised here.
If the Privy Council has laid down that
there is no appeal from the State to the
Privy Council, then there i& no appeal
from the State Court to the High Court.
Therefore, it is necessary for me to quote
rather extensively from this decision, so
that members shall know that on that
question there is no right of appeal, and
it is not only our right te interfere in the
matter, but it is our duty to do so. This
is the case of Joseph Theberge and an.
other ». Philippe Laudry, reported in Law
Reports 40 and 41 Viet., 1876-7, Appeal
Cases, Vol. 2. The judgment 1s as
follows :— ’

Their Lordships wish to state distinctly
that they do not desire to imply any doubt
whatever ag to the general principle, that the
prerogative of the Crown cannot be taken
away except by express words; and they
would be prepared to hold, as often has been
held before, that in any case where the pre-
rogative of the Crown has existed, precies
words must be shown to take away that pre-
rogative.

I forgot to state that this was the case of
an election petition. It is as follows :—

The petitioner having been declared duly
elected a memher to represent the electoral
district of Monfmanier, in the Legislative
Assembly of the province of Quebec, his elee-
tion was afterwards, on petition, declared null
and void by judgment of the superior court,
under the Quebee Controverted Electione Act
1875, and himeself declared guilty of corrupt
practice, both personally and by his agents.
He now applied for special leave to appeal to
Her Majeaty-in-Council :—

Hald that such application must be refused.



FEost Fremantle Seat :

In refusing it their Lordships went on to
state:—

But, in the opinion of their Lordships, a

gomewhat different question arises in the
present ease. These two Acts of Parliament,
the Acta of 1872 and 1875, are Acts peculiar in
their character. They are not Acta con-
stituting or providing for the decision of mere
ordinary civil rights; they are Acts creating
an entirely new, and up to that time unkncwn,
jurisdiction in a particular court of the
colony for the purpose of taking out, with its
own consent, of the Legislative Assembly, and
vesting in that court that very peculiar
jurisdiction which, up to thal time, had
axisted in the Legislative Assembly of decid-
ing election petitions, and determining the
status of those who claimed to be members of
the Legislative Assembly.
Mewmbers will see that this position ig
almost identical with our own legislation.
Previously we retained the right to deal
with these election petitions ourselves,
but under the Act of 1894 we removed
the right to a Judge of the Supreme
Court, which is identical with the Act
passed by the Canadian Legislature.
The judgment goes on :—

A jurisdiction of that kind is extremely

special, and one of the obvious incidents or
consequences of snch a jurisdiction must be
that the jurisdiction, by whosoever it is fo be
exercised, shounld be exercised in & way that
should as soon as possible become conclusive,
and enable the constitution of the Legislative
Assembly to be distinctly and speedily known.
Accordingly we find, on looking at the Act
of Parliament, that after providing by the 89th
section as to the matters which the superior
court is suthorised to determine, that 9lst
section declares that a certified copy of the
jndgment shall be transmitted without delay
to the Speaker, and snother to the prothonotary
in the district in which the petition was pre-
sented.
That is almost 1dentical with our measure.
Then it goes on to state what the Speaker
shall do as to the issue of the writs. I
will leave out a small portion thut has no
relative bearing, except as to what the
Speaker shall do. The judgment pro-
ceeds:—

Then the 119th section is :—* When a epecial
report has been received, the Legislative
Asgsembly may make such order in respect of
such special report as it may deem proper.”
The whole scheme, therefore, of the Act of
Parliament is that once the action of the
superior conrt takes place, and the decision of
the superior court arrived at, the machinery
is to go on just as it bad formerly gone on
inside the Legislative Assembly; writs are to
be issued, seats are to be taken, other proceed-
ings are to be had, as would have been the case
before the court was called into operation, and
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when the Legislative Assembly decided these
matters by its own anthority. Stopping there
it would be very difficult to do otherwise than
conclnde, from the character of these enact-
ments, that the object that the Legislature
had in view was t0 have a decision of the
superior court which, once arrived at, should
be for all purposes conclusive.

Exactly as we did previous to the passing
of the 1894 Act. Previous to that we
took the respounsibility on our own
shoulders to determine this matter, and
if we declared an election null and void
we would have to issue a writ. Im-
mediately the Supreme Couwrt Judge had
given his decision it was our bounden
duty to proceed as we did previously to
handing the power to the Supreme
Court. The juldgment goes on :—

But there is a farther consideration which
arises upon this Act. If the judgment of the
superior court should not be conclusive, of
course the argument is that the power which
i3 bo be brought to bear to review the judg-
ment is the power of the Crown-in-Couneil.
Now, the subject matter, as has been said, of
the legislation ia extremely -peculiar. It
concerns the rights and privileges of the
Legislative Assembly to which they elect
members. Those rights and privileges have
always in every colony, following the example
of the mother country, beven jealously main-
tained and guarded by the Legislative
Assembly. Above all they have been looked
upon as rights and privileges which per-
tain to the Legislative Assembly, in com-
plete independence of the Crown, so far
as they properly exist. And it would be a
result somewhat surprieing, and hardly in
consonance with the general scheme of the
legislation, if, with regard to the rights and
privileges of this kind, it were to be found
that in the last resort the determination of
them no longer belonged to the Legislative
Assembly, no longer belonged to the superior
court which the fegisla.ﬁva Assembly had put
in its place, but belonged to the Crown.in-
Council, with the advice of the advisere of the
Crown at home, to be determined without
reference aithur to the judgment of the Legis-
lative Assembly, or of that court which the
Legislative Assembly had substituted in ite
place.

Members will see the argument, and this
particular measure exactly fits in with
the measure under which the petition
was lodged. The judgment goes on :—

These are considerations which lead their
Lordships not in any way to infringe, which
they would be far from doing, upon the general
principle that the prerogative of the Crown,
once established, cannot be taken away except
by express words; but to consider with
anxiety whether in the scheme of this legisla-
tion it ever was intended to creste a tribunal
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whichk would have, as one of its incidents, the
liability to be reviewed by the Crowa wunder
its prerogative. In other words, their Lord-
ships have to consider not whether there
are express words here taking away pre-
rogative, but whether there ever was the
intention of creating this tribunal with
the ordinary incident of an appeal to the
Crown. In the opinion of their Lordships,
adverting to these considerations, the 90th sec-
tion, which says that the judgment shall not
be susceptible of appeal, is an enactment which
indicates clearly the imtention of the Legis-
lature under this Act—an Act which is
agsented to on the part of the Crown, and to
which the Crown therefore is a party—to
create this tribunal for the purpose of trying
election petifions in a manner which shounld
make its decision final to all purposes, and
should not annex to it the incident of its
judgment being reviewed by the Crown under
its prerogative.
Consequently we must perceive that when
we passed our Act of 1904, providing
that an appeal should not be allowed, we
had ap absolute right to make that pro-
vision ; because a similar Act was passed
in Canada under a Constitution almost
identical with that of Australia, and the
Privy Council held that the Assembly of
Quebec was absolutely justified in pass-
ing that Act, and that, as provided in the
measure, there was absolutely no appeal
from the decision of the Supreme Court.
The Privy Council’s decision continnes :—
In the opinion, therefore, of their Lordships,
there was not in this case, adverting to the
peculiar character of the enactment, the prero-
gative right to admit an appeal, and therefore
the petition must be refused. It is, of course,
in this view of the caze unnecessary to consider
whether, if there had been a right to adwit an
appeal, it would have been a case in which, in
the discretion of this tribunal, an appeal should
be admitted. On that point their Loxrdships
have never entertained any shadow of doubt.
They clearly are of opinion, that even if there
was the power of admitting an appeal, this is
not a case in which an appeal ought to be
admitted : but, in their opinion, itis not a case
in which it was ever contemplated or intended
that there shounld be a power to admit an
appeal, on the part of the Legislature.
Tt will be clearly seen from that decision
of the Privy Council, on an appeal in a
case identical with the case under review,
that the Privy Council absolutely laid
down that the Assembly of Quebec was
justified in passing a measure identical
with the measure passed by the Parlia-
ment of this State, providing that the
decision of a Supreme Court Judge should
be conclusive. The Privy Council ruled
that from such decision there was no
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right of appeal to the Privy Counecil;
and consequently I claim that the peti-
tion of Mr. Angwin, being identical with
the petition in the case I have cited, the
Chief Justice deciding that the election
was null and void, the duty of the Gov-
ernor was immediately to proceed as
outlined in that decision of the Privy
Council, and to issue a writ and to hold a
new election. Because if the Crown Law
Department or Mr. Moss had taken the
irouble to read these decisions, he would
have found that there was no right of
appeal to the High Court; and he would
not have delayed the matter us it has
been delayed; he would not have in-
duced the Government nol to issue the
writ, but would rather have clearly
pointed out the absolute right to issue
the writ, and that it was its duty to
this Assembly to see tbat the writ was
isseed. Of course we know that the
Governer does not decide such questions
on his own responsibility : he 1s advised
by his Ministers. And consequently,
when we say that the Giovernor neglected
to issue the writ, we are casting the
blame on the Government, whose duty it
was, having these decisions before them,
to issue a writ immediately tiie decision
of the Chief Justice was given. I think
that I have clearly pointed out the inten-
tion of the Legislature. Itisclear thatour
intention was to place on the Supreme
Court Bench the responsibilty of deciding
these petitions, and to provide that there
should be mo right of appeal from the
Supreme Court decision. In conclusion,
I have but to say I am extremely sorry
that when the decision was given the
Government did not see that the writ
for a new eclection was immediately
issued; and I am extremely sorry to find
that action was not taken immediately
Parliament met. It was the duty of the
Government to take action prior to the
assembling of Parliament; but when
the Government failed in that duty, it
was the duty of members of this As-
sembly to keep Ministers wup to their
responsibilities, and to see that the
desire of this House, as expressed
in the Electoral Act of 1904, was
absolntely carried out. We have to
deplore the fact that East Fremantle has
been 80 long unrepresented. For 12
months this case has been drifting on.
The position now is that it cannot
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possibly reach the High Court till
October. I fully expect that the Attorney
(eneral will argue that it could have
reached the High Court before. DBut a
poor man has not always an opportunity
of going before the High Cuurt; and we
must realise that Mr. Angwin is a poor
man,

Taw Arroryey GeNeral: I shall not
iutroduce any personalities in my reply.

Mz. JOHNSON: Well, I am pleased
to hear that. But it must be borne in
mind that Mr. Augwin isa poor man;
though I trust that the Attorney General
does not insinuate that I have introduced
personalities. It is absolutely necessary
to refer to the parties; but I do not
thiok I have overstepped the rights of
wembers by my veferences, and I do not
desire to be at all personal, but merely to
try to convince the House that it is our
absolute duty to move in this matter. If
it be contended that Mr. Angwin could
previously have moved the High Court, T
wish members to bear in mind that he is
a poor man, that to move the High
Court costs money, and consequently it
is utterly impossible for him to finance a
cuge before the High Court at Mel-
bourne, Brisbane, or Sydney, in which
centres the High Court has indicated
that it will be prepared to hear the case.
Fuiling the petitioner’s going before the
Court at one of these centres, the case
will huve to wait till the Court comes to
‘Western Australia. That is the position
to-day. Mr. Angwin cannot possibly go
before the High Court in the Eastern
States. For financial reasons he is com-
pelled to wait till the Court comes here.
Consequently we have acted wrongly in
the past by allowing the matter to drift,
and we shall be doing a farther wrong if
we allow it to continue to drift. If we do
let it drift, Bast Fremantle will not be
represented till October, November, or
possibly December. And it must also
be boree in mind that when the question
is seitled Parliament will be out of
gession ; consequently we shall have
Bast Fremantle unrepresented in the
Assembly during the whole term of one
gession of Parliament. That is abso-
lutely wrong, especially when it is our
right and our duty to see that the seal is
filled. East Fremantle has up to date
suffered an injustice; and it is the duty
of members to pass this motion, and to
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pat the matter right by declaring the
seat vacant. Before sitting down I would
make a special appeal to those gentlemen
who are so fond of advocating State
rights. They say that the encroachments
of the Federal authority are becoming
too strong, and are being felt too keenly
in Western Australia. Here we havea
case in point, We provide in » State
Act that there shall be no appeal from a
certain kind of decision by a Supreme
Court Judge; and we find that the High
Court is asked to grant a right of appeal
against that Act passed by this Asgembly,
and in which this Assembly distinctly
provided that there should be no right of
appeal. With all confidence I ask those
members who feel that the Federal Par-
lianent is encroaching too far on State
rights to give me their support on this
motion. This is a question that directly
affects Western Australia, and the rights,
privileges, and powers of this House;
and I trust that, if for no other reason,
members will see that we exert the powers
we have, perform the duty placed on our
shoulders, and declare this seat vacant.

Me. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
I second the motion,

Mr. A, A, HORAN (Vilgarn): I
desire to comgratulate the member for
Guildford on his excellent speech, which
was all to the point. I have but
little to add. It is contended, probably
by the legal authorities, thut under
the TFederal Constitution the High
Court has a right to review all the
decisions of the State courts. I presume
that this House did not intend, when it
appointed a Supreme Court Judge to
preside over the Court of Disputed
Retarns, that he should form a court
within the meaning of the State Con.
stitution. The legal anthorities may con-
tend that this was the intention; but
that is not so. This is, I suppose, the
first case of its kind in the Australian
Commonwealth. Turning to Bryce's
American Commonwealth, which we have
all read in the days of our youth, we
find a decision which seema to throw
much light on this case, and which will
in all probability govern the decision of
the High Court. Everyone knows the
great eminence attained by Chief Justice
Marshall in the evolving of the American
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Constitution; and I suppose that a
similar duty will devolve on the dis.
tinguished Chief Justice of the High
Court of Australia. This is the doctrine
laid down by Chief Justice Marshall :—
Buat every power allezed tobe vested in the
National Government, or any organ thereof,
must be affirmatively shown to be granted. -
That, as the member for Guildford points
out, has clearly not been shown in this
case. Qu the contrary, in our Act of
1904, the power to grant a right of appeal
from the decision of the Court of Iis-
puted Returns is, as it were, taken from
the Federal High Court. My authority
continues :— )
There is no preswmption in favour of the
existence of a power. On the contrary, the
burden of proof lies om those who assert its
existence, to point cut something in the Con-
stitution which either expressly or by neces-
sary implication confers it.
There is in the Federal Constitution
nothing whatever which confers this
power; but on tbe contrary, there isin
our State Act something which prevents
any person from concluding that the
power to hear appeals from the Court of
Disputed Returns is vested in the
Federal High Court. T certainly ap-
preciate the action taken by the member
for Guildford, and hope that the House
will agree to bis motion.

The ATITORNEY GENERAL {(lon.
N. Keenan): I move—

That the dsbate be adyourned.

I wish to give the reason for my motion.
Shall T be in order if T do s0?

Mr. SPEAKER: No.

Mr. BATH : T take it that the Attorney
General moved the adjournment in order
to look up some authoritics.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes; the
authorities quoted by the mover,

Mg. Bath: Will the Attorney (eneral
or the Premier agree to give a motion
of this importance a prominent position
on the Notice Paper, so that it may soon
be reached !

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : Yes, certainly.

Motion passed, the debate adjourned.

PAPERS—PUBLIC SMELTER AT
RAVENSTHORPE, SALE.

Mr. C. A, HUDSOXN (Dundas) moved—

That all papers in connection with the sale
of the Government smelter at Havensthorpe
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and other dealings between the parties to
such sale in any way relating to the lands or
other property of the Government in the
Phillips River Goldfield, be laid on the table
of this House.

He said: I do not purpose enlarging on
the motion, which speaks for itself. There
seems to be great confusion in the minds
of the public and of some members, as
to the veal relation of the Government
towards the Phillips River Company, who
have bought the Government smelter at
Ravensthotpe. 'The report of Mr. Charles
Kaufman, on behalf of the Phillips River
Gold and Copper Company Limited,
distinctly states one set of circumstances ;
and the Minister for Mines {Hon. H.
Uregory) has given us another. 1 must
say that some of the Minister’sexplanations
are rather vague and self-contradictory.
I refer to one item in particular, that of
the ironstone quarry sold with the smelter.
Mr. Kaufman in his report says he has
a lease of this quarry for 99 years. The
other day the Minister for Mines prac-
tically confirmed this part of the report,
saying that the mineral rights hod been
reserved to the company ; but he did not
say the company had a lease for 99 years.
When speaking on the subject during the
debate on the Address-in-Reply, the
Minister mentioned, as an instance of how
he safeguarded the interests of the pro-
spectors, the fact that he had given only
two years' lease of this quarry to Mr.
Kaufman. So there is a conflict, and if
the papers were presented to the House
they would save a lot of unnecessary ques-
tions.

Tug MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I have not the slightest
objection to the papers being laid on the
table, and they will be here as speedily as
possible. In regard to the remarks of
the hon. member, I wish again to assure
the House in copnection with the area
reserved for smelting purposes and pad-
docks that the lapd is similar to that we
lease for homestead blocks with the right
of purchase in 20 years for which we
charge a rental of G6d. an acre per annum.
The agreement with the company states
that the Minister for Lands shall give a
lease of this area, and that the company
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shall only have the right over the land te
a depth of 40 feet, except that they may
gink to a greater depth to obtain water
for smelting purposes. It says also that
the rent shall not exceed 3s. per acre,
and shall be determined by the Minister
for Lands. In regard to the mineral
area containing the ironstone quarry,
that will he leased by the Mincs Depart-
ment to the company for the first two
years, 50 that in the event of the agreement
not being carried out the lease will be
liable for forfeiture. After that period
a lease may be obtained from the Lands
Department or from the Mines Depart-
ment ; but in either case, in the irenstone
quarry the mineral rights are reserved
to the company. It is only a small area,
and the rent is 5s. an acre.

MR. HoLMAN : Has there been any con-
tradiction in the London papers of Mr.
Kaufman's statement ?

Tue MINISTER: I have given full
information to the Press here. 1n regard
to the large area, no mineral rights are
granted, because they are specially reserved
to the Crown ; but in regard to the iron-
stone guarry, the mineral rights will, of
course, go with the lease according to the
Act.

Mg, G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
have previously referred to the purchase
of this smelter, and if I had been so well
equipped with argument then as I am
now, I should have made my case much
stronger. I ask the Premier or Minister
for Mines whether they have informed the
public of London that the statements eon-
tained in the prospectus—[MR. BATH :
Report]—was it not prospectus ?—issued
by Mr. Kaufman with reference to the
sum of £70,000 being placed on the
Estimates for the construction of a railway
to Ravensthorpe and with reference to
other concessions, are incorrect. Have
the Government refuted these statements %
Because, between the statements of Mr.
Kaufman with reference to the purchase
of the properties from the Government
at Ravensthorpe, and the statement from
the Government, there is direct conflict,
and the British public, along with the
public of Western Australia, should know
whether Mr. Kaufman is speaking the
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truth in that repert or not. It will
materially affect the mining prosperity
of Western Australia if a man in Mr.
Kaufman’s position in mining ecircles in
London can issue a statement that he has
been promised certain concessions from
this Government which the Government
says it has not given. Since Mr.
Kaulman's statements in reference to
these concessions he says were promised
to him are untrue, has the Government
taken up the attitude, which I thiok is the
proper one, of at onee advising the people
of London of the exact position ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
Mr. Kaufman had absolutely no authority
to make the statement he did in con-
nection with this propesal. [ take it that
he, as chairman of his company, is possibly
taking the ordinary method of booming
the company as far as he possibly can.
The action of the Government has simply
heen to advise the Agent General of
what it has done in the matter,

Mr. J. B. HoLsan: By cable?

Tue PREMIER: Noj; by writing to
him. 1 take it that it is not the pro-
spectus, becanse the company has already
been formed, and that Mr. Kaufman, as
chairman of dircctors of the company,
is making a statement he has no authority
to make in that report.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—PERTH MUNICIPALITY AND
AID FROM GOVERNMENT.

Mg C. A. HUDSOXN (Dundas) moved—

That all papers dealing with or relating to
the loan or payment of £40,000 by the Gov-
ernment to the Perth Muniecipal Council he
1aid on the table.
A Bill was to be presented with regard
to the Perth Town Hall, and it was shown
in the Press that certain sums of money
were to be paid over to the counecil, that
a certuin amount was to be given to the
councll on certain conditions, and that
there was to be an exchange of land.
When we were dealing with a Bill involv-
ing such a large expenditure, we should
have the fullest lnformation as to the
financial relations of the parties. We
should know what monrey had been paid
to the Perth City Couneil, whether it wag
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a loan or a gift, and if a loan, whether
it had been rvepaid. lle was informed
that a sum of £40,000 was paid to the
council in 1900.

Tur PREMIER: What for ?

Mr. HUDSON: That was what ho
desired to ascertain. The information
would be obtuined from the papers.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
The papers asked for would have nothing
to do with the proposed Bill, the second
reading of which would probably be moverl
to-morrow. They probably referred to
the advance made some years ago in
connection with surface drainage.

Mr. HupsoN: That was the point.

Tag PREMIER: There was no objec-
tion to the papers being laid on the table.

Question put and passed.

RETURN—EDUCATION, JAMES STREET
SCHOOL.

SCHOLARS FROM SUBURBS.
Mgr. H. BROWX (Perth) moved—

That there be laid upon the table a Return
giving the names and addresses of echolars
attending the James Street school, Perth, who
reside beyond the boundaries of the muni-

cipality,

Possibly the return would show that o
saving could be effected. He believed
a great many suburban residents, from
Guldford to Cottesloe, sent their children
to the James Street school, and that on
some oecasions not long since the children
of residents of Perth were practically
refused admission to the James Street
schoo] owing to its being overcrowded.
If residents in the suburbs could afford
to buy railway tickets for their children
to attend a Perth school, they should
almost be able to afford to pay for the
education of their children. It was the
rule in country districts that children
must attend the nearest State school, and
the Government gave the children iree
railway passes to attend it; but it was
never intended that parents should over-
look the schools in their particular dis
tirict and send children to a school miles
away. If the education given in the
central school was good. the education
given all over the State should be guod.
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The cream of the teaching stafl should
not be concentrated in the capital.

Mg. DacLisH: Would the hon. member
send the beat teachers to where the fewest
childeen were ?

Mr. BROWN: No; but there must he
some rcason why people sent their
children from the suburbs to the James
Street school.

Me. Tavior: Beeause it was absolutely
the best school.

Mr. BROWN: Then there must be
something wrong with the teaching staffs
of suburban schools. [Mr Dacusu:
Absurd.] There might be a saving to
the department by making a charge
whereby those in receipt of a certain
income should be compelled to pay for
the education of their children.

Mg. A. C. GULL(Swan) seconded the
motion. We were asked by the Treasurer
to impose a land tax; but here was an
item where economy could be efiected.
The Government neglected many points
in which economies could be eflected.
The James Street school was attracting
children from all the suburbs, and the
school would spon need to be enlarged.
We alreadysubsidised the secondary school,
the High School. People were senrding
children in from the suburbs who could
well afford to send them to some other
institution, thereby relieving the State
of the extreme number that congregated
at a place like the James Street school.
1f wealthy people were able to send their
children there and cause this establish-
ment to be continually requiring more
accommeodation, it was not a fair thing to
the other schools, neither was it a fair
thing to the State generally.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning) : The
object in moving for the return was, he
thought, to give assistance to the country.
We already had established at Claremont
and Guildiord, State schools which had
been established for some time, and which
bad a very good teaching staff. It wasrecog-
nised that the James Street school had
also reached very great prominence from
a teaching standpoint. The staff was an
excellent one. Whilst people sent their
children from Guildford, Claremont, and
other places they were taking the course
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which most people would take where they
bad the opportunity of giving a good
education to their children. At the same
time the object of the hon. member who
moved the motion was apparently to
prevent the overecrowding of these schools
when schools were already provided in
the neighbourliood where the children
lived. An instance caume under his notice
recently, where a parent objected to send
his children to a particular school, but
preferred to send them to another, but
was informed that the children would not
be received at the school he preferred,
and therefore they must attend the school
nearest to the place where they resided.
[f that was so, the prineiple should apply
to other places in the State. What was
taking place was building up a practice
which would cause some diffieulty in the
future, for the reason that we should
have to build very much more school
accommodation in the centre, and the
schools in the parts where children resided
would be neglected. We had sufficient
accommodation in these outlying suburbs,
and people should be compelled to make
uge of those sehools in preference to sending
their children to the James Street school to
swell the numbers and necessitateinereased
accommodation. He was glad the hon.
member brought the motion forward.

Mr. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): The
reasons which influenced the member for
Perth (Mr. Brown} in bringing this
motion forward had occasioned him
much surprise. It was rather late in the
day to hear that we should have two
classes in our State separately catered
for ; that if people were able to pay for
the education of thetr children, their
children had ne right to enter our State
schools, and that we should make the
State schaols a receptacle only for children

of persons who had to confess themselves

unable to provide the cost of education
for their family. In other words, the hon,
member, supported by the member for
Swan (Mr. Gull) advocated that we should
create a new division of classes, between
the rich and the poor.

Mr. GuLL: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. DAGLISH: Undoubtedly they
gaid there were many children attending
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our James Street school whose parents
were able to afford to pay for their educa-
tion and who ought to pay for their
edueation,

Mr. BROWN (in explanation): What
was urged by him wus that if parents could
afford to pay for a railway ticket for their
children to come to Perth they ought
te be able to pay for the education of
their children, and it was never intended
that a child who had a school in his district
should be able to attend a sehool five or
gix miles away,

MR. DAGLISH : The hon. member’s
explanation was one that he could not
understand. The hon, member still said
that if parents were able to pay for a rail-
way ticket for their children they ought
to be able to pay for the edueation of the
children. Carrying the argument to the
only conclusion it could reach, it was that
if they were able to pay for the education
of their children they ought to do so and
thus relieve the State of a burden, That
was the only inference the hon. member’s
remarks conveyed. The member for
Swan went farther. He contended
that it was an outrage praetieally on the
people of the State to require them to
pay a land tax when very many children
were being educated by the State whose
parents could afford to pay for their
edueation, and when there were secondary
schools in existence at which the education
of those children could be provided. Did
wein Western Australia at this date desire
to revert to the old state of things, that
there should be this wide division between
children of the different classes 7 Surely
not.

How. F. H. Pigssg; The hon. member
was on the wrong track altogether.

MR. DAGLISH : The member for Swan
complained of a land tax being imposed
whilst people who could afford to pay for
vhe education of their children iwere
having them educated in State establish-
ments.

MR. GULL: What was said by him was
that there was to be a land tax, and it was
desirable to have economy, and this was
an instance where economy ecould be
effected.
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Mr. DAGLISH : Economise how ? By
refraining from educating the children
whose parents could pay for theeducation 1
The member for Perth talked of economy,
and also the member for Katanning.

How. F. H. PIESSLE (in explanation):
Nothing had been said by him about
economy, What he said was, if we were
going to make a practice it should be the
practice throughout the State. He did
not take away one iota from what he had
sald. He had said that the James Street
school was an excellent one, and 50 were
many others. If children resided in a
neighbourhood where there was a State
school, they should attend that school.
He did not wish to say anything about
the question of rich or poor. He was a
State school scholar himself.  State schools
had done great good for the country.

Mr. DAGLISH: The member for
Eatanning had not been accused by him
of making any such remarks as those
suggested ; but the member for Katanning
said that the mover—and he endorsed
the action of the mover—desired to help
the Government. llow were they going
to help them?! By not enlarging the
schools. In other words, by economy.
The argument was that, although in every
other respect it was better to centralise
our work as much as we could, it would
be cheaper in regard to education to
distribute the work.

Mr. TayLor: We were centralising in
the James Street school,

Mr. DAGLISH: Exactly. But mem-
bers were objecting to centralisation
because they said that if we educated
children in the suburbs it would be
cheaper to do so. The cost to the
Government of educating a child was not
greater because that child went to Perth
for its education than it would be if it
obtained its education in Subtaco, Clare-
mont, Cottesloe, or Guildford. The cost,
in fact, was less in Perth so long as a
teacher had not an undue number of
scholars. Assuming 50 to be a suitable
number to represent a class, a teacher
conld more econoimtcally engage in teach-
ing 50 than in teaching 25. The cost
of erecting a building for the accommoda-
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tion of children was not greater in Perth
than in the suburbs.

Hon. F. 1li. Piesse: It was desiruble to
settle the principle.

Mr. DAGLISH: Where, then, came
room for complaint ¥ One member alleged
that wherens the suburbs were well sup-
plied with accommodation for children,
Perth was not.  He (Mr. Daglish), speak-
ing with knowledge as an ex-Minister for
Educution, and also speaking with know-
ledge as a parent, could in both respects
assert that the suburbs were equally
deficient with Perth in regard to school
acommodution, and year aiter year in a
lurge number of our suburbs it was neces-
sary to either build new schools or add
new accominndation to old schools in
order to provide for the large number of
children. He had the pleasure of pro-
viding for a large increase of accomino-
dation in the different suburbs, and year
after year that accommodation would
have to be made in the future as it had
had to be made in one instance in a
school of which he had particular know-
ledge, almost every year since the school
was created. The hon. member would
have had a case if he had stated that
Perth children were excluded from the
school at James Street becanse the achool
was rushed, and that the children in the
suburbs could have got equal accommo-
dation and equal teaching in the suburbs
in which they lived

Mg. TayLok: That had been the rule
generally ?

Mr. DAGLISH : It had not been the
rule. It might have been the rule that
children had at times not been able to
gain admisston to the James Street school.
Other schools, in the suburbs, had been
exactly in .the same position. In his
district there had been children time
after time gent back to their homes be-
.cause the local schools were not big enough
to contain them. If the James Street
school had not been large enough the
complaint should be against the Govern-
ment of the day for not having made it
larger, and the complaint should not be
against the parents who sent their children
to theschool. The hon. member, strangely
enough, took up a remarkable argument,
and said that the James Street school
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should not be any better than any other
school ; in other words that there should
be no best school in Western Australia,
that every school should be equal. That
socialistic (should he call it) suggestion
could only be met by providing that every
teacher admitted to the Western Aus-
tralian Education Department should be
of equal merit and capacity. Where one
teacher was better thun another, whether
naturally, by education, or by training,
there must be a difference in the value
of the instruction imparted ; and where
should the better teachers be found unless
in the particular locality where the greater
number of children could benefit by their
higher qualifications? It was absurd to
complain that one school was a model
school. There were certain classes of
teaching given at the Jaumes Street school
that could not be obtained in suburban
schools; and in saying that, there was
no reflection cast on the teaching staffs
of suburban schools.

How. F. H. Piesse: That could be
overcome by making the James Street
gchool a secondary school, which it really
was in a sense.

Mgr. DAGLISE : There were manual
training classes and cooking classes at
the James Street school. and when the
parents of children shared in the cost
of maintaining the teaching staffs of these
special classes, surely they were entitled
to send their children to participate in
the benefits of the teaching. The member
for Perth maintained that children in
the suburbs should not profit by what
their parcnts were paying for.

Mr. H. BrowN : That was not correct.
Parents who could afford to send their
children into Perth could afford to send
them to the Technical School.

Me. DAGLISH: Technical teaching
and manual training were different. 1f
the member for Perth asked for an en-
largement of the James Street school, all
members would support him ; but in his
present position no member would support
him, nor would hisown constituents sup-
port him. Continuation classes had been
established at James Street. This was
the first step in secondary education.
Again the member for Perth urged that
the suburban children should be debarred
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from the advantage of those -classes;
because they could derive no advantage
from continuation classes except by attend-
ing a central school, or it would be
necessary to establish these classes in all
schools. From the Government point of
view it was an advantage to have these
children from the suburbs attending the
James Strect school because there wus
a contribution to the railway revenue
which otherwise would not be obtained.
The member for Katanning had raised
the point that the rule adopted should
be general

Hox. F. H. Pigsse: If there was any
advantage at the James Street school,
children should be selected from other
schoole and be drafted to it.

Mr. DAGLISH: There should be a
general rule adopted; but to do that,
circumstances must be the same, Cir-
cumstances in regard to the James Street
school were not similar to the eircum-
stances of country schoels. A school was
established in the country only where
there were sufficient children in the dis-
trict to attend it, and the special rule
requiring children in  country dis-
tricts to attend the nearest school was
necessary in order that the parents should
not take away their children from the
school and possibly bring down the number
below the number required for the main-
tenance of a school. If the attendance
fell below the requisite number, the school
would need to be closed or else carried
on at an undue expense. Therefore in
making a special rule for the country
districts, the Education Department pre-
served the interests of parents by insisting
that the number of children necessary
to keep the school open should be main-
tained. The hon. member should with-
draw the motion.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison) : The
member for Perth evidently intended the
James Street school to be a monopoly
for Perth children, but overlooked the
fact that there was more than ene school
in Perth. Did the hon. member intend
that children living in North Perth must
attend the Lincoln Street school? Were
they to be prohibited from attending the
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James Street school? Li so, the hon.
member was wrong in his object. If
parents thought their children could be
better educated at the fames Street school
they should be allowed to send them there.
The member for Swan talked of economy
in education. He {Mr. Holman) hoped
that every form of taxation would be
imposed before thore was any reduction
in the education vote. Some people
through the wealth of their parents had
had an opportunity of being educated, but
others had not that opportunity. Never-
theless the edueation of his (Mr. Holman's)
children did not cost the State one hali-
penny, and he intended them to have
the best possible education. It was to
be regretted that any member should
raise the word economy in regard to
education. We should extend our system.
Continuation classes should be extended.
We should strive to give higher education.
He (Mr. Holman) had heard rumours
that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to economise in the educational
vote. He had heard that from a high
authority, but he hoped the idea would
not be entertained. If any saving could
be effected by refusing this return, he
hoped the motion would be negatived.

Mr. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
There was no objection to having the re-
turn prepared. It would show that not
so many children from the suburbs as
members thought attended the James
Street school. The fact of the motion
appearing on the Notice Paper was a
compliment to the teaching staff of the
James Street school. The Government
should refrain from giving judgment on
the matter until it was ascertained that
& large percentage of children from the
guburbs travelled into Perth to attend
the James Street school.  The time would
rapidly come when the same facilities
in teaching, as given in the James Street
school, must be extended to the suburban
schools. The large populations of the
suburbs would demand that first-class
school teaching should be given in their
districts. The member for Subiaco drew
a red-herting across the track by saying
that it was a question of rich and poor;
but the hon. member was always eloquent
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when replying to remarks that had never
been uttered.

At 630, the Sreaxer left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Resolved. that motions be continued.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowns): One was
at o loss precisely to know what the
member for Perth desired to attain by the
motion. Surely it was unnecessary to
move the House to obtain the names of
the children attending the James Street
gchool. Such information could be ob-
tained at any time if the member visited
the James Street school. But from one or
two expressions which the member let full
it would appear he was anxious to play
into the hands of the Government in
saving them the expenditure of money
in education. His argument amounted
to this, that a vast number of scholars
attending the James Street school were
children of the well-to-do, who could afford
to pay train fares to the metropolis and
therefore were able to dispense with State
assistance ; and the suggestion was evident
to the Government that these people
should be debarred trom sending their
children to this particular school, and this
would mean they would be taken away
from any other schools of a primary char-
acter, and he supposed sent to secondary
schools. That appeared to be the argu-
ment of the member, and if he disclaimed
it the urgument would resolve itself into
a question of the education of the children
of the rich by one process and the educa-
tion of the children of the poor by another
process. 'The hon. member could argue
as he liked, there was bound to be in the
State some particular school better than
the rest of the schools, and this motion was
exceedingly high testimony to the quality
of the teachers and the training given
at the James Street school. It was an
evidence that there was more of the espris
de corps among teachers which it would
be well to have imitated in other schools.
True it had the advantage of being a
metropolitan school, and therefore we
ghould expect to find our best teachers
in the central metropolitan school of the
State ; but there was morein that school,
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he believed, to recommend parents to
send their children there than in similar
schools of its character in the State. He
was mentioning this because he desired
to see the methods of the James Street
school imitated and applied to other
schools. The children at the James
Street school could be carried farther,
their education was stimulated and the
spirit of learning was infused in the
children in a degree that was really
refreshing to observe, as also to note
the results obtained from the efforts
of the teachers. Surely this was a
very desirable thing. Surely this should
be imitated by other schools by and by,
and he submitted it was due entirely to
the spirit of the head teacher. The selec-
tion of the head teacher was of the utmost
importance in any school.  In Mr. Parsons
the State had a man full of the spirit
of the teacher, who had the power of
infusing into the teachers under him the
spirit he felt himself. Consequently there
was a stir and a life in the teaching of
the James Street school which was re-
fresbing to find. The lacadaisical merely
passing the hours in routine, going
through the formality of teaching that
00 often was found in the schools of the
State was dispensed with there. "There
was something more than formality, some-
thing more than routine. There were life,
emulation, zeal and love of teaching for
teaching sake, a spiritin the school of which
the feeling was caught by the scholars,
and this spirit would benefit the State
ultimately. He mentioned this not
because he wished to unduly exalt this
school, but because he wished the teachers
in other schools to recognise what it was
that had made the James Street school,
the particular attraction that brought
scholars from Claremont and beyond
Cottesloe and all the different parts of
the suburba. They went there hecause
there was some benefit from it, and if
we could get that same benefit conferred
on the local schools in the suburbs we
would have the same result. Too much
attention could not bhe paid to our class
of teachers, and it was this that led him
to comment on economy. Nothing could
be more disastrous to education in the
State than economy in matters of educa-
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tion. He held that our teachers were
wretchedly underpaid in the State. We
were spending too little money, much as
it might appear, on educational matters ;
and if our Government were to make ends
meet in their balancesheet by cutting
down the educational vote they were
prepared to commit a wrong on the
rising generation and on the future of
this State, for it was not alone in the
matter of reading, writing and arithmetic,
as the saying was, that education benefited
the learner, but it was in the discipline
of the brains, it was in the teaching to
think, training the reasoning capacity,

| therefore the fitting of the poorest in the

land not only to becore a citizen but to
become an intelligent citizen. There could
be no sympathy with these who in the
past talked of getting too much education
and by cducation unfitting people for
the sterner duties of life, that disqualified
them for the toil and hardships that had
to be endured by those who wished to
make the earth more fertile or more pro-
sperous. As a matter of fact the century
in whieh we lived was the noblest testimony
we could have to the benefit of education ;
for our workmen by the education they
had received, which this century and the
last decade afforded, had dome better
work even among labourers. As a great
American writer and author had said,
“Man advances in proportion as he
mingles his thoughts with his labour.”
And it was education that enabled us to
mingle our thoughts with our labour.
As John Stuart Mill told an aundience
at the Edinburgh University, & man
who is educated with trained brains, be
he a bootmaker, can make his boots better
by the virtue disciplined education has
given to him. Tt was by education that
every art and every advancement of life,
every avenue of life, was improved and all
things were benefited. It helped the man
on the farm, where one might imagine
the least degree of cultivated brains were
necessary. As a matter of fact it was
the intelligent farmer and the intelligent
labourer who made the earth yield its
fullest increase, and improved thereby
the possibility of supplying a larger popu-
lation with food. The wealth we saw
about us, the furnifure displayed in the
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home of even the poorest to-day, in com-
parison with the lot of our ancestors was
a proof of the benefit of education. Edu-
cation was the key that unlocked every-
chamber of the treasury of nature. By
education we had the magic wand that
made nature herself respond to our
ambitions and desires and necessities ;
therefore whosoever helped in the matter
of education was not merely helping the
rectpient of the education, but helping all
he himself might come in contact with in
days to come. Education had given a
refinement to life. It was education that
had removed the squalor and dirt and
filth which surrounded the rich a few
centuries ago. It was education that
had given comfort to the poor. If it had
helped to build the palaces of the rich
it had at least painted the homes of the
toilers ; so he could not conceive the pur-
pose of those who would talk about
economy in our education, or who would
discourage it by forbidding children
to go to the particular school where
the zea! and interest displayed in that
school in the welfare of onr children
were so beneficially manifest. Even if one
had the power and could dictate to
the Government, he would say not only
should we have more money spent on the
primary schools and the schools properly
called State schools, but we should go
farther and encourage not only with
subsidies where it was not possible to have
State ownership of the secondary schools,
but still go farther and hasten on thut
dream of Walter James that he hoped
would soon become 2 reality, a University
of our own in our midst. The proper
policy of education should be not to draw
these distinctions that had been made
by the member for Perth between the
" children of the rich and the poor, but to
recognise that education was the great
democratiser ; that it was education that
placed the poorest son of the poorest
man in our State on the same footing
with the son of the rich and the privileged.
It was education that brought us into
touch with the entire range of human
nature ; that enabled the poorest boy to
prove that he possessed the same qualities
of mind and heart as the boy whose blood
was supposed to be of the bluest. There-
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fore, instead of cconomising, we should
spend more money, that we might educate
children from the a-be class till they
were able to enter whatever pro-
fession they chose. Why should we
have to send children to other States
ta be educated for the learned professions ?
This was a disgrace. We should be able
to educate them at the State expense,
from the first form till they could ob-
tain the highest degree any Australian
University could bestow. This would
not be charity. The State could not
make a better investment. Instead of
cutting off subsidies to our secondary
schools, increase them and extend them
to schools other than the High School,
so that parents might have a choice of
schools equally endowed. What earthly
good could be achieved by the moation ?
It would not achieve economy, and there
could not be a better advertisement for
the particular school mentioned. While
we had sehools that gave better educa-
tion than others, masters who took more
than ordinary interest in their work,
subordinate teachers, men and women
uniting in particular schools with a
common emulution to farther the interests
of education, surely the benefits which
they bestowed ought not to be confined
to a particular constituency. Why did
the mover want for his constituency a
monopoly of the best teachers and
best methods of instruction?t The
motion meant that Mr. Parsons’ methods,
his love of imparting instruction, should
be confined to the hon. member’s con-
stituents. Why did not the hon. member
rather lecture the Government on not
finding more teachers like Mr. Parsons,
and on the poor payment of teachers in
outside schools ¢

Mg. Tavior : He lectured them severely
on the land tax.

Mer. WALKER : While lecturing them
on their meanness in getting money out
of the land, he ought to have reproached
them for refusing to pay for the education
of our children. We should pay good
salaries to our teachers, and then we
might get more men like Mr. Parsons.
But for a paltry pittance, teuchers were
sent out to the suburbs and the country
and expected to give their whole souls
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to training the youthful mind. What
work could be more important than that
of the schoolmaster, to whom the plastic
child was committed to be trained as a
citizen, with a love for art and literature,
or for the more practical things of life,
with results either noble or very com-
monplace ¥ There was no more impor-
tant work than that of fitting our children
not only to repeat parrot-like a few lessons,
but to become familiarised with the great
arcana of nature. The Japanese, a people
who 50 vears ago were barbarians, had
recognised that the future of their nation
depended on their schoolmasters ; hence,
from the universities of Europe. they

had imported professors, teachers and:

guides, to familiarise the youth of the
country with the latest scientific discover-
ies. And here, in a nation that had bheen
civilised for as many centuries as the
Jupanese had spent years in acquiring
the arts of civilisation, we treated the
schoolmaster as inferior to any artizan.
No reflection on artizans was intended,
but we sent out teachers to the agricul-
tural districts virtvally to live on the
poverty of the farmers. The salaries were
too low to enable teachers to live respect-
ably, or to have any of those fine feelings
with which knowledge was ever aggociated.
Teachers must not be worried in respect
of the bare necessities of cxistence, if they
were to impart instruction to the young.
More would be said on the Estimates;
but he now protested against any possible
curtailment of the Education vote, or
the stoppage of any educational subsidies.
In spite of the apparent poverty of the
State, our chief duty should be to increase
the vote, that we might develop the
lutent possibilities of our growing citizens.
(Hive the mwind a chgnee, and the body
would not go far wrong.

Tue TREASURER {Hon. Frank Wilson,
Minister in charge of Education): Any-
one listening to the preceding speaker
would imagine that the Education De-
partment were pretty hard taskmasters.

MR. WaLker : That was not the exact
statement.

The TREASURER : Su fur as he could
learn from information obtained sinec
taking charge of the Education Depart-
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ment, we had an excellent batch of teachers
taking them all round, who were fairly
well paid. It was clear that all teachers
could not rise to the same level; and
naturally, the best sought positions in
the best schools. The same state of
Qur central
school was inereasing in puptls, in im-
portance, and in the variety of the in-
struction imparted. There could not be
an equality of teachers. All grades were
needed, from those able to instruct the
infant mind, perhaps more efficiently
than the headmaster of the James Street
school, up to those charged with the
higher branches of secondary education.
At the present time any citizen was jus-
tified in sending his children from any
portion of the State to the best public
school in Perth. None would venture to
say that free compulsory education should
be interfered with or abolished ; but it
was necessary for him as Minister, and
for the officers of the department, to see
that the means of the State were not
unduly taxed. Whilst every member
desired that the best and most far-reaching
system of education which the State could
aftord should be available, we must realise
that State education was limited by the
means at our disposal. The cost was
he.l.vy, and was mcreasmg vear alter
year, by leaps and bounds. The increase
was natural. Every school opened in
outlying districts needed teachers ; hence,
apart from the cost of the bmldmg,

staff must be malntained as long as the
school continued. Thus the vote in-
creased yearly, in spite of the present
decrease in our revenue. Consequently,
a member moving for such a return as
the motion sought should not be jumped
on because of his desire for economy.
He (the Miaister) had been forced to
consider this subject, his task being to
try to procure the funds to keep the
department at its present high state of
efticiency. Certain economies could pos-
sibly be effected. Qur present system of
free primary education was equal to any in
the Commonwealth, and in some respects
better., When members considered the
vast extent of country over which our
public schools were spread, and the out-
back localities which were served far
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away from the large centres of population,
we must recognise that the State up to the
present had done as much as it could be
fairly expected to do in this connection.
Economy wus Jjustifiable. While the
system had grown, yet it had extended
somewhat beyond what was the first duty
of the State. We should give our children
a primary and elementary education,
teach them to read and write and caleulate,
so that they might go ferth into the
world prepared to fight the ordinary
battle of life, and succeed if success was
in them. When we found some of our
schools—the James Street school in par-
ticular—were going beyond that and
appertaining more to a secondary svstem
of education, then it was the duty of the
Minister and of embers to consider
whether we had not gone slightly beyond
what was necessary. He knew members
would say that we could not give children
too mueh education. He agreed with
that ; but he believed the State should
do as a parent did. 1f a parent could
afford it, that parent would send o child
from the ordinary school te a college to
complete the child’s education, ne matter
what it would cost. 1f the Stute could
afford it, we could not go teo far in our
system of free education ; but at present
we had to consider the ways and means.
In the James Street school and in other
schools throughout the State, we had
been permitting children to attend school
up to the age of 16 years. He did not
know if there were children beyond that
age; but he knew there were 1,700
scholars attending school between 14 and
16 years of age. Fourteen years was the
compulsory age, and when the State
gave a sound primary education to every
child in the country up to 14 years, the
State had gone as far as it could be called
upon to go at present. He (the Minister)
proposed to alter that. He proposed to
sec that if parents, after a child reached
the age of 14 years, wished that child
to 2o on receiving benefits from the State,
the parent should be charged for that
education, and he was recommending
his colleagues to approve of a system of
charging 1s. per week for children be-
tween 14 and 15 years of age, and 2s.

per week for children between 15 and 10
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years of age. This would apply more to
the James Street school than to any
other school in the State. This was not
a system that was new, It appertained
in New Zealand, and he was not sure
whether it was not so in the other States
of Australia. In New Zealand the State
charged for what was termed the higher
branches of education. In Queensland
he thought that certain examinations
had to be passed before children were
admitted into what might be termed the
secandary schools.  All these matters were
receiving coonsideration at the hands of
the department and himself at present.
A month ago he called for information on
this subject.  He had some sympathy with
members who had mentioned that pupils
were ¢oming from us far down the line
as Cuttesloe and he believed Fremantle on
the one side, and Guildford on the other, to
go to the James Street school.  We ought
to endeavour to bring the standard of
our suburban schools sufficiently high to
suy to a person residing at Claremont,
“ It you wish education for your chikiren
you can get it in your own distriet.”
That would be his endeavour. We could
not get an exact equality in all schools:
that was impossible. One zchool would
stand out above the others. We might
limit the age for the introduction of
children to the James Street school.
We might say the suburban schools were
sufficient for children up to 10 or 12
years of age, and after that, if a parent
wished a child to attend the higher schools,
they must pay for the education. This
might encroach on the secondary school
system, and we must he careful not to
hamper the secondary educational estab-
lishments in our midst. The subject was
hedged round with difficulty; but his
ambition was to do what was fair and
right with the means at his disposal
Many of our infant schools to some extent
were turned inte nurserics. There were
numbers of children of three years of age
sent to school, naturally to get them out
of the way of the mother. She was hard-
worked, and if she could send her child
to be taken care of by a teacher she would
do so. The time had arrived when we
should limit the entrance inta State
schools to children of five years of age.
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That was early enough for children to
attend schonls, and 1t would eflect con-
siderable economy in the way of teachers’
salaries ; as would also the limiting of
the age to 14 years when a child must
leave school, or the parents pay for the
cducation received. Therc was no objec-
tion to a motion of this description. The
information would certainly be useful,
and he (the Minister} would have to
get it in any case. If the member had
gone to him, however, the information
could have been supplied without the
motion.  He wished the mover to accept
an amendment. It would serve no good
purpose to have the names and addresses
of the scholars attending the schools, and
he moved an amendment—

That the words “ names and addresses” be
struck out, and the word “number’’ be in-
gerted in lien ; also at the endof the motion to

add the words “and the localities im which
they reside.”

Mg. I BROWX accepted the amend-
ment.

Mer. G TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
There was no desire to oppose the motion
or the amendment ; but he preferred the
motion. The member for Perth had no
intention to convey that there was any
desire to gu in for drastic economy, or
to prevent every possible freedom for
children attending any school in the State.
Tt was the desire of the member for Perth,
he thought, that we should krow what
children were attending the James Street
school ; those who lived at distances
between Fremantle on the one side and
Guildford on the other. There were
children living closer to the James Street
school than to the Newcastle Street school,
and these children had been compelled
to go to the Newcastle Street school while
children from Cottesloe, Guildford, and
Claremont, whose parents held high posi-
tions in the State, were allowed to go
to the James Street school. The member
for Perth desired to know how many
of these children came from beyond the
boundaries of Perth, or from a distance,
to the detriment of children living in the
vicinity of the James Street school. We
in all probability would lecarn from the
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return the number of children who came
from a distance and who were called
children of the privileged classes; but
we would not know who they were. He
was sorry the motion would not be carried
in its original form. I that had been
cartied on to the extent he had been told
it had within the iast three or four years
the Education Department was greatly
to blame. There should be no privileged
classes In the State schools. Ng man,
were he in the highest possible position,
should have any more advantage in send-
ing his child to a State school than the
humblest citizen. Whilst he (Mr. Tayior)
contributed as much to the Education
Department as any other individual in
the Ntate, he did not personally participate
in any way. The great majority of the
people of Australia paid no taxes with a
better grace than they did the tax for
educational purposes. It was proved be-
yond doubt by all the great writers of
ancient and modern times that the success
of a nation depended upon the education
of its people. That being so, he failed
to see why members to-night desired to
draw a red-herring across the track in
relation to the motion by the member
for Perth. The hon. member was abso-
lutely clear, and moved his motion without
one scintilla of animus towards the Educu-
ticn Department or the Glovernment or
any citizen, whether he lived within the
boundary of the Perth electorate or any
other part of the State. We should have
the return, and it should be on the table
to guide members when dealing with the
educational vote on the Estimates in con-
junction with the Report of the Education
Department, on which he would have
much to say when the Estimates came
forward. The Minister for Education was
gmiling. If when the Estimates came
down he found one trace of economy
in the Estimates for education except in
keeping with efficiency, e would oppose
it. for all he was worth. No Government
or Parliament should curtail in the Jeast
the educational vote. ¥hen one travelled
through the large area represented in this
Parliament, it was plain us day that the
children required educational facilities.
No one knew better than the Treusurer
the cost, but one hoped the hon, gentle-
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man would bring down a substantial
vote, and would not only be able to make
schools in the suburbs of Perth practically
equal to the James Street school, but
would also offer greater facilities in the
mining and agricultural areas for the
education of our children.

Mg. TROY (Mount Magnet): With
regard to the suggestion of the Treasurer
that it was his intention to compel children
between the ages of 14 and 15 attending
the James street school to pay a shilling
a week, and children between the ages of
15 and 16 two shillings 2 week——

Mr. BATH : Was it not any school ¢ The
Minister did not mean to apply that only
to the James Street school, did he?

THE TREASURER : No; to any school.

Mg, TROY : Surely it was not the
Treasurer's intention to carry out such
a scheme ?

THE TREASURER : What did the hon.
member want? Did he want the age
to be seventeen !

Mr. TROY : So long as a child was
worthy of receiving education and edu-
cation was necessary, the State should
give that education on as easy terms as
possible.

TrE TREASURER : That had been stated
by him.

Mgr. TROY : If this was going to be the
case, the only persons who would be able
to receive education at the hands of the
State would be people who were able
to pay for it. It would mean that the
children of widows and of poor people,
children who in the past had been able
to receive education on fair terms, would
not be able to receive it. The Treasurer
would get a warm time when the vote
on the next Estimates was dealt with.
It seemed to be the intention of the
Treasurer and the member for Perth to
provide that the James Street school
should be secured to the children living
within the Municipality of Perth. There
was no justification for that, because if
a teacher at one school was better than
those at another and gave greater results,
the children in any part of the State should
be entitled to attend. If the Treasurer
was going to have the status of the schools
raised as far as possible so that the children
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might get the same class of education in
vatious schools, the class of tuition
which the children received must depend
largely upon the teachers we had
There was a number of schools of one
grade or class in which the teachers were
more or less better or worse than one
another. He attended a school where
the teacher, who was now inspector of
schools in New South Wales and who
was then fresh from a University, had
such a name that children came to him
from a distance of 10 or 12 miles. That
would obtaio, provided a teacher was a
good man. There was no reason why
children should not bs sent from any
part of the State to James Street school,
if they could receive a better education
there. Why should we prevent the
children of Fremantle, Cottesloe, Subiaco,
Guildford, or any other locality from being
sent to the James Street school, if it was
the endeavour of their parents to give them
the best possible education ¥ Rather than
do anything to prevent that, we should see
that they were given facilities to attend
that school

Mr. IuiNGwoRTH : The motion was to
count them, not to prevent them.

Mr. TROY : What was the necessity for
counting them? To count them with a
view to prevention. Whilst the Treasurer
did not agree in full with the member for
Perth, he had a great deal of sympathy
with the motion. Although the Treasurer
told us it was not the case, it would appear
that he was instrumental in having the
motion moved in the first place.

THE TREASURER : Oh no, nothing of the
sort.

Mr. TROY: We should endeavour to
provide the fullest education at the lowest
possible cost. We should try to secure as
far as possible primary education for the
children of the State, and when we had
given primary education to as many as
possible, we could go in for secondary
education. In connection with our
primary schools we should make the
standard as high as we possibly could.
There were localities in the Northern
portion of this State where it was said
the children were not sufficient to
warrant a school. These children,
eight, nine, or ten years of age, had no
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education. He knew of one locality
where there were seven children between
seven and sixteen, and not one of them
had had a day’s education.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : It came
with some surprise to him that, under
cover of a proposal to secure certain
information as to children outside the
Perth area attending the James Street
school, we should have a pronouncement
from the Treasurer to the effect that he
was going to make a charge to the extent
of one shilling a week for children between
14 and 15 years of age, and two shillings
for children between 15 and 16, attend-
ing our State schools. This was essen-
tially a retrogressive step, and he was not
only much astonished to hear such a
proposal from the Treasurer, but also
more astonished to hear the sentiment
approved by the “hears-hears” of members
on that (Government) side of the House.
The whole aim in recent years had been
to confer political cquality on all the
adults of the State. We also endeavoured
by legislation to securc econoniic equality,
and above all things, if those two principles
were to be given their full effect, we should
have equality of educational facilities.
What was the position at the present
time? Who were paying the greatest
contribution towards the expense not only
of our educational system but also of the
other Governmental sources but the
very people who were availing themselves
of these educational opportumities, who
perhaps at considerable sacrifice to them-
selves were endeavouring to give their
children over the age of 14 an opportunity
of attending our primary schools and per-
fecting their education more than they
would have done if they had been taken
away at the age of 14?7 Ii every person
in the community were to contribute to
the revenues of the State, out of which
the educational system was supported,
amounts equal to those contributed
by the people in the metropolitan and
- goldfields areas who were sending children
to those schools, we would have no fear
of being able to provide educational
facilities ; but we would have additional
funds to expend to advantage in other
directions. This money was derived from
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people to whom free educational facilities
represented so much; and they were
paying more than their fair share. Now
wc had a proposal to make them pay for
the education of children kept at school
when 15 years of age.

ThE TrEASURER : Those were not the
people who kept their children at school
after 14 years of age.

Mr. BATH: Yes; but they were the
people whose children we desired to see
kept at school. The State should assist
the people to keep their children at sehool
until 15 years of age. If we wished to
remove many of the prejudices that
divided citizen from citizen in the State,
we should place on their shoulders the
burden of additional expenditure to give
educational facilities. It was said it would
mean a great continual expenditure ;
but if 2 poor country like Finland. which
had a higher percentage of educated
people than any country in the world,
could afford to provide educational faeili-
ties up to the age of 20 years, surely it was
possible for richer communities to do so.
When the Education Estimates were
before the House there would be an
opportunity of discussing this guestion ;
and on that oceagion he would have more
to say on the proposal the Treasurer had
outlined.

Mr. EWING: There should be no
charge whatever in connection with State
school primary education. According
to his interpretation of the Treasurer’s
remarks, the matter was under considera-
tion. but the Government had not decided
on any policy. It must first be referred to
Cabinet. IHe (Mr. Ewing) had not heard
the “hear-hears” mentioned by the
Leader of the Opposition. He thought
that upon mature consideration the
Treasurer would abandon the intention
expressed.

Mr. H. BROWN (in reply as mover) :
One had no idea that such a simple motion
would raise such a great debate. The
speakers had all gone beyond the object
sought by the motion, and the reiurn
asked for had been left unmentioned.
His idea in moving for a return was that
we might economise in the building of
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schools. No member would propose to
spend thousands of pounds in extending
the James Street school to accommodate
children coming to the city from the
suburbs, when the suburban schools
were only half or two-thirds filled.

Amendment passed; the question as
amended agreed to.

PAPERS — PUBLIC BATTERY AT BURT-
VILLE, Ms. MATHEA’S GRIEVANCE.
MR. (. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)

moved—

That al! the papers relating to the dispute
between the Mines Department and Mr. C. F.
Mathea, of the Mikado Gold Mine, Burtville,
concerning the crushing and cyaniding at the
Burtville State Battery, be laid upon the
table.

He said : It is hardly nceessary for me to

do more than formally move this. Tt is

generally understood that the Minister for

Mines will not oppose the motion, but

perhaps it is necessary for me to say a few

words. A dispute has arisen between Mr.

Mathea, the manager and part-owner

of the Mikado mine, and the manager of

this battery. Mr. Mathea has told me
that he completed a ecrushing at the
battery on the 30th December, 1905, of
about 241 tons for a yield of 262a0zs.,
leaving the sands to be cyanided. The

State treated the tailings, and there is a

dispute as to their value. The depart-

ment are of opinion that they have given

Mr. Mathea all that is due to him, while

Mr. Mathea is of opinion, from assays he

has received from duly qualified assayers,

that there was a larger quantity of gold
in the tailings than he received from the
cyaniding process at the State battery.

I have no feeling in the matter. I

gathered from Mr. Mathea, when intro-

ducing him to the Minister, and T have
some facts here that he has set forth,
that his reagons are sufficiently strong to
support his contention. I desire, at his
request, that the papers he laid on the
table. Burtville is in my district, so I am
naturally anxious to see the papers myself
and to see if the statements alleged are
correct. I have no reason to believe more
than that there has beer a misunder-
standing between Mr. Mathea and the
department in some way. I am perfectly

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, Mathea.

satisfied that Mr."Mathea has a grievance
against the department from conversations
I have had with him and from letters I
have received from him at different times.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I may say at once that I
have grave objections to placing the
papers on the table. At the same time I
do not intend to offer any opposition to
the motion, but I desire the hon. member
to take the responsibility for these papers
being laid on the table with the full know-
ledge he already possesses as to many of
the things contained in the papers. It
appears that Mr. Mathea had a certain
crushing treated at the Burtville battery.
Some grievance existed between him and
the battery manager, and many letters
and telegrams which passed were offensive
in a high degree, and reflected considerably
on the character of the manager of the
battery. Of course if these papers are
placed on the table, they become public
property. To my mind, there was no
truth in the statement of this man. An
inquiry was held by Mr. DPowell, &
departmental inspector, who reported that
he was perfectly satisfied the demands
made in our presence (the hon. member
was there at the time) were excessive.
To my mind they were exceedingly
excessive. [ gave careful consideration to
the request made, and felt satisfied that
though possibly there may have been
some slight injustice done (I do not admit
there was), this person was asking for
something he was not entitled to. As
part of the letters written by this man
were offensive to a great degree, I would
not like to put them on the table. It is
due to the hon. member, knowing these
circumstances, to take the responsibdity
for their being laid on the table.

How. F. H. Piesse: Could not the hon,
member see the papers at your office ¥

Tue MINISTER: The hon. member
knows well that he can run through the
papers at my office whenever he chooses.
I shall be glad if the member will with-
draw his motion. He can have the papers
placed at his disposal at any time he [ikes,
and can examine them. Kpowing that
reflections have been made by the man
Mathea which are not justified. that is
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the only reason why I have reluctance in
placing the papers on the table. The
reflections are so offensive that I sent the
correspondence to the Crown Law Depart-
ment to see if they could not take pro-
ceedings against the man. Unless we
have dishonest employees, it is our duty to
protect them. I sent the papers to the
Crown Law Department to find out if we
could take action ; but they said they did
not think it advisable. The letters were
most offensive ; so offensive that in the
end I declined to have anything to do with
the man. If a man has a grievance,
there is always a proper way to bring the
matter before the Minister ; but this man
called an ofticer a swindler, a robber, and
a thief. When a man does that, one
begins to think that there is something
wrong with him in the * upper storey,”
or that he has some personal grievance.
I would prefer the member to withdraw
the motion, and come and see the papers;
I will give him every chance to go through
them, and will let him have a elerk to
explain how the returns were taken out,
80 as to obtain a thorough grasp of all
matters on the file. On the other hand,
I will not take the responsibility of re-
fusing to have this file laid on the tuble,
because the man has stated he has been
robbed. We have had an inquiry, and
it has been found that the man was
properly treated; so I refused to take
farther action.

Mg J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
[ do not know anvthing about this'matter,
but I have risen to protest against any
papers being laid on the table of an offen-
sive character. It appears from what the
Minister said, seripus charges have been
made by one man against an officer of
the department, charges which the
Minister is satisfied are noi true or correct;
therefore I strongly appeal to the member
for Mount Margaret that he should agree
to the suggestion of the Minister. I think
it is unfair to make use of the privileges
of Parliament for the purpose of making
public charges against a ectvil servant,
who has not an opportunity of protecting
himself. I ask the member for Mount
Margaret, i he thinks it necessary that
these papers should be laid on the table,
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that all the papers and letters written
by Mr. Mathea of an insulting character
should be excised.

Mr. WaLKkErR: We could not have an
imperfect file.

Mr., FOULKES: 1 think if a man is
foolish enough and so unjust to write
letters of that kind he must take the
consequences. If he likes to bring charges
wholesale against innoeent people he must
take the responsibility.

Tur MINISTER FoR MINES: It is not
making the charges, but the offensive
terms in which they were couched.

Mg, FOULKES: The member for
Mount Margaret is the last person to be
unjust to an officer, and he will see the
dificulty the Minister is in. [ suggest
he should withdraw’ the inotion, and that
the papers should be submitted to him.

Me. WALKER (Kanowna}: '1 believe
the man who made this very offensive
charge against an officer is a foreigner,
and not & man who can either speak or
write in cloquent English. 1 think 1
have seen one or two of his letters, and
L can testify that he may be able to write
but not able to spell

Mg. GuLL: He is able to express him-
self, at any rate.

Me. WALKER : Some foreiguers learn
swear-words first of all, and fancy they
ure putting things mildly, when a person
accustomed to ordinary English knows
the statements are very strong.

Tup ATTORNEY GENERAL: It depends
on the company you keep.

Mr. WALKER : He has been amongst
managers and people of that kind, bat-
tery managers. I think a certain amount
of dissount can be given to o man in that
position. not beihg an Englishman and
not being acquainted with the mild and
delicate form of putting things forward.
After this allowance is made I do not
know why we should not have the papers
just as they are, complete. We fully
understand what allowance to make in
a case of this desgription. If there are
serious charges, no matter in what lan-
guage they are couched. the House should
know those charges. I do not think the
member for Mount Margaret would ask
for the papers if he did not intend to
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a necessity. The member may think the
matter is of public importance, and if he
does the papers should be produced. I
understand the Minister has no objection
to produce them.

Tue MINISTER For MiNgs: No other
objection, except the offensive terms.

Mr. WALKER : I think we can make
allowance for them. We can put the
tetters into English for bim.

Mr. TAYLOR (in rveply): I am in no
way anxious that the papers should injure
any person. Al L desire ig that the fullest
investigation possible should be made in
connection with this matter. 1 can bear
out what the member for Kanowna said
as to this man’s nationality. He is a
foreigner, but a swmart practical man as
far as mining is concerned. He thorough-
ly understands mining in all its phases
and branches. He is of an excitable
nature ; and according to bis own state-
ment he has a full knowledge of mining,
of the vulue of sunds, and also a knowledge
of exactly whom to go to tv have his tail-
ings assayed, to get the best value. 1
think he should be treated f{airly. The
papers will disclose everything without
its being necessary for me (o state any-
thing farther. This man has not received
full value in money for the gold extracted
from his tailings, aceording to the assays
which he received from two or three
reputable assaying firms in Kalgoorlie
and Perth.

Tue MiNiSTER FOk MINES: These re-
putable firms did not take the samples
that were assayed.

Mr. TAYLOR: The man has a
grievance, and it is working on his ner-
vous system. When I was il be came
to the House and interviewed the member
for Guildford and placed the matter
before that member. He asked if the
member for Guildford would see me as
I knew all about this case, and to ask me
to call for the papers. He farther asked
that if 1 was not able to do so would the
member for Guildford call jor the papers
himself ¥ The member for Guildford had
the motion written out when I came to
the House. Through illness 1 was not
able to be present last Wednesday, and
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the motion lapsed. T gave potice of the
motion yesterday, and had an oppor-
tunity of moving it to-night. From my
knowledge of the battery manager against
whom the charges were made—the vile
threats and insulting charges—I have no
reason to believe they are true, no matter
how condemnatory the statements may ap-
pear on the face of them. When they are
investigated I am sure the battery manager
will be able to clear himself. I have
known this battery manager for five or
gix yewrs, and I have not heard a com-
plint of a damaging character against
him. At the request of Mr. Mathea T
move that the papers be laid on the table,
and 1 desire to have the motion carried.
T thank the Minister for not opposing
the motion, and I shall take the ful
respousibility of whatever disclosures are
made. As the member for Kanowna
pointed out, we can make an allowance
for a foreigner who has not aun extensive
command of the English Janguage. This
man is suffering and smarting under a
loss, which in his opinion amounts to
something like £180. If this man has
made charges against any civil servant
or any Government employee, and they
are false, he should be punished. A man
cannot make charges which are detri-
nmental to another man’s character. and
because he is a foreigner be let off scot-free.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The man
had a remedy in the courts

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, Mathea had a
remedy in the courts and the battery
manager also had a remedy. If Mathea
has made charges against the personal
honour of the battery manager and can-
not substantiate them, it is open to the
manager to punish Mr. Mathes. We must
consider also that Mr. Mathea is not a
man of straw ; he is the sole shareholder
in a mine which is averaging consider-
ably over one ounce, and therefore he is
good enough to be shot at. He has
threatened litigation against the Mines
Department for some time. And I can
quite understand the feeling of the
Minister, because when 1 first opened up
this question with the Minister he pointed
out that the language had been so insult-
ing by letter, verbally and by telegram,
that it was impossible for one to receive
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him as a deputation unless certain state-
ments were withdrawn. I again want
to thank the Minister for allowing the
interview on that occasion to take place.
1f there has been any injustice. let us
know what it is, and whoever is to blame,
whaever is guilty, let him be punished.
We have repeatedly had complaints about
State batteries in this State by prospee-
tors, and it is idle for members to say
these things can be hushed up snccess-
fully. If there is anything in the files
in connection with a dispute between
prospectors and a battery manager or the
Mines Department, let us see if it will bear
the light of day and then we shall know
where we are. I could instance cases
where we have had feeling running very
high in connection with a battery manager
and a prospector. I want to say thig, in
case the matter may be printed or
published in the Press, that I know there
have been public meetings on this par-
tioular case at Burtville, right on the scene
of action, and the local Press, which is
about 18 miles distant from the scene of
action, has reported those meetings faith-
fully. I must say that almost without
exception the prospectors have been
on the side of the battery manager and
against this man. That being so it
strengthens the case for the department.
That is & testimony in favour of the bat-
tery manager. I know the battery
manager personally, and T know that this
matter has been threshed out, and that
the people took his side, people who
are prospectors. I want to point out
in justice to Mr. Mathea, whois a foreigner,
that he would be unable with his broken
English to stand up before an audience at
a public meeting and make his case as
clear as a man who has a great command
of the English language would be able to
do; and in a matter to be decided purely
upon the statements made at a public
meeting, the man who had the greater
command of the English language would
have far and away the best chance of
having his own argument carried. A
man with the small knowledge of English
that Mr. Mathea has, and with his ex-
citable temperament, would in front of
an audience, and especially an audience
of Englishmen, be absolutely incapacitated
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under those conditions from making
himself clear at all. All he would be
able to say would be that he was prac-
tically robbed out of £185. I have no
feeling on the matter at all. It was
urged that certain things should be
deleted from the papers, and that I should
not do anything to cast reflections on
any person in the department. I lave
no desire to do so, and I am sure the bat-
tery manager in question would recognise
that he has as good 2 friend in me as he has
in any other member in this Chamber.
T have nothing to say against the battery
manager, who has been managing and
erecting batteries in my district off and
on for something like three or four years.
This is the only case I have ever heard
of against this gentleman. I move for
the papers.

THE MInisTER FOrR MINES: The only
place where there could be any final
settlement would be the court. There
can be no investigation here.

Mr, WarLkir ; A select committee.

Mr. TAYLOR: I know these papers
contain the report of a gentleman who was
specially appointed to go round the bat-
teries to put them on a sound footing.
Mr. Powell went there and held an in-
vestigation, and I am told by Mr. Mathea—
I do not know whether it is true—that
he said he would have acted exactly as
the battery manager acted, and the battery
manager acted precisely in the proper
order in which a manager of a State
battery or any other battery should act.
This incensed Mr. Mathes, he being a
foreigner, and he looked upon this person
as a natural enemy and considered that
he did not know what he was talking
about. As I say, there has been an in-
vestigation, and the file would disclose the
whole thing from the start to the finish.

MR. FOULKES : It has been investigated.

Mr. TAYLOR: I want to point out
to the member who represents Claremont
that the investigation has been in favour
of the department and against Mr. Mathea,
and Mr. Mathea. from his practical mining
knowledge, argues that-he has not received
within something like £180 approximately
of the value of his tailings from the
department,
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Mr. FouLkes: That has been investi-
gated, and it has been found against him.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am surprised at the
hon. gentleman with his legal mental
fibre being satisfied with any such investi-
gation. If this were a case in the law
courts it would be taken to the District
Court, from the District C'ourt to the
Supreme Court, from the Supreme Court
to the Full Court, from the Full Court to
the High Court of Australia, and if it
could reach the Privy Council the hon.
member would recommend that it should
do so. Mr. Mathea is not satisfied to sit
down insilence. You may get an English-
man to do it, hut you will not get an
intellectua] foreigner to do so when he
thinks anybody has robbed him. The
blood circulates too rapidly in his veins
for himn to do so. It he had happened to
be a constituent of the member for Clare-
mont | am sure he would have worried
the hon. member, and the hon. member
would have moved several motions before
this. If that were the only reason, it
would be a laudable reason. I am here
to represent: the people of Mount Margaret,
and this is one of my electors, [MEMBER:
I can see that.] I want to tell the hon.
member that perhaps 1 have not to thank
that gentleman for being in Parliament.
He did not happen to be a member of one
of the unions which the hon. member
would wish this House and the country
to believe are responsible for the return
of members on this (Opposition) side of
the House. There are broader views
than trades unionism in the Labour politics
of the Commonwealth of Australia. 1If
that were the only reason for moving the
motion, it would be a laudable reason.
I will take the opportunity of telling the
House that should any person in any
part of Western Australia come to me
and tell me he has a grievance and that
he believes the Government have robbed
him of £180 odd, and the member for his
district will not move for the papers to be
laid on the table, I will move with your
permission, sir, every time, that the
fullest investigation shall be made. That
is what I am doing to-night, and | want to
thank the Minister for not oppusing the
motion.

Question put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Railway Rates.

BILL—GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK.

Returned from the Legislative Coun-
cil, with eight amendments; ordered
to be considered at the next sitting.

BILLS—THIRD READING (2).

(1) Stock Diseases Act Amendment
Bill, {2} Fremantle Jockey Club Lrust
Yunds, passed. ‘Transmitted to the
logislative Council.

MOTION—RAILWAY FREIGHTS AND
LOCAL INDUSTRIES.

Debate resumed from the 22nd August,
on the motion of Mr. A J. Wilson for
revision of rates, especiully ns affecting
timber.

Mg. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet) : My
remarks on this subject will be necessarily
brief, becaunse the members who have
already spoken from both sides of the
House have traversed all the grounds
that ¢an be traversed in a discussion of
this nature. [ wish to say at the outset
that it is not my intention to oppose the
mation, because [ hold that if the Govern-
ment can reasonably veduce railway
freights to encourage the industries of
the State it is their duty to do so without
having to be told by this House. At
the same time | venture to hope that the
Government will not be too weak to
resist any attempt made by any persons
in this State to expluit the industries for
their own individual purposes or for the
good of the sharcholders who reside out-
stde the State.  We feel that this is being
done in some eonnections, and we hope the
Government will not be a party to carry
out the wishes of these people. This
sesston has been noted for one thing above
all others, namely the number of motions
which have been tabled and the efforts
made with a view to obtain some advan-
tage from this State. Almost since this
House had its first s1tt1ng, motions have
beeh tabled with a view to having some
concession granted to some industry or
persons. We had first a motion with a
view to assisting the timber industry.
We have had another wmetion, for the
adoption of Dr. Jack’s report, in order
that a concession might be given to the
coal industry ; and we have in connection
with the Coolgardie Water Scheme people
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on the the goldfields crving out for a
veduction in the price of water. Besides
these, we have nuinberless persons waiting
on the Government in deputations, aceom-
panied by loesl representatives, asking
for some eoncession or other ; this in spite
of the fact that the State is faced with
the biggest deficit known in its history.
And the Government will have to be very
carcful indeed in considering reqyuests
of this nature, so that nothing may le
done detrimental to the interest of the
country. As to the timber industry,
which is alter all the one industry dealt
with by every member who has joined
in this debate. it has been shown that in
some gases a reduction cf railway rates is
negessary, as recommended in the timber
inquiry board’s report. Several gentle-
men who bad a comprehensive knowledge
of the industry were constituted = timber
inquiry board, and this House. [ nin sure,
is willing to accept the board’s recom-
mendations for the reduction of freights.
At the sume time, the board has not gone
s0 far as is desired by the Timber Combine ;
and that Me. Teesdale Smith is not pleased
with the bLoard’s recommendations is
fully proved by his strong criticism of the
report on its first appearance. Lhe board
recommends the reduction of freights
over & certein zone, so that mills remote
from the port may receive the same
treatment as those more favourably
situated. That is a recommendation that
I intend to support. As to the coal-
mining industry, if we were to adopt
Dr. Jack’s report and to reduce the
freights as desired by the member for
Collie (Mr. Ewing), the reduction could
do no good, because the local coal could
not compete against Newcastle coal more
suceessfully than it competes now. If
we bring down the railway rates on Collie
coal, we must bring down the rates of
Newcastle coal also; and if Collie coal
cannot compete to-day against Newcastle,
it cannot compete when the rates on the
two products are correspondingly reduced.
When we discuss the reduction of railway
freights we should consider the timber
on the goldfields, where Newcastle coal
is competing with the local wood-cutters.
That coal is being conveyed on the Mur-
chison Goldfield at a much lower rate
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than wood. On the Murchison we have
sufficient wood adjacent to the railway
between the south of Yalgoo and
Magnet to supply the mines there for 10
years to come; and the utilisation of the
wood for fuel is a greater advantage to
the Murchison district than the impor-
tation of conl from Collie or from New-
castle.  Wood-cutting would emplay a
large number of men on the Murchison,
and would provide the farmers on the
coast, in the Greenough and Victoria
districts, with a market for their chaff ;
because a large number of teams would
be required, utilising many horses by
which the farmers’ produce would be
consumed.

THE MINISTER FOR RalLways: Do you
say there is a large quantity of timber
between Yalgoo and Mount Magnet ¢

Mr. TROY : A very great quantity :
and farther south than Yalgoo, towards
Mullewa. And if the railway rates were
reduced to the rates on coal, that timber
would be utilised, and would afford to
the Murchison a much greater benecfit
than can be derived from imported coal.

Mr. HoraN: Who reduced the rates
for coal to the Murchison ?

Me. TROY : I do not care who reduced
them; and if the hon. member is so
anxious that the FHouse should know
about it, let him tell us when he rises
to speak. In conclusion, if the Govern-
ment can reasonably reduce the railway
rates without detriment to the State,
it should begin for the mining industry ;
because, up to date, the mining industry
has paid more to the revenue in the way
of railway rates than any other industry.
Every other industry has received more
consideration from the Railway Depart-
ment than has been given to the mining
industry ; and if we wish to encourage
that industry, we should revise the rail-
way ireights in order that mining machin-
ery, as well as the necessaries of life, may
be carried as cheaply as possible to the
goldfields. I that were done the industry
would be materially assisted, and the
development of our mines greatly facili-
tated. I do not intend to oppose the
motion ; but if the Government can see
their way to reduce the existing rates,
let it be an all-round reduction in which
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every industry can share. Do not let one
industry be pampered at the expense of
the others. If Ministers will act on
this recommendation, the motion should
meet with no objection. It is not the
duty of Opposition members to advise
the Government to be careful in such a
matter ; but faced us we are with a large
deficit, Ministers should be careful in
making reductions and granting econ-
cessions. They should take a definite
stand. I feel assured that if they reduce
the rates at all they will not reduce them
to encourage one industry, but will make
an all-round reduction in which every
industry can share. At the same time
I hope that Ministers will be sufficiently
strong to resist any endeavour by in-
terested persons to exploit the State for
their own benefit, and I trust that as far
as possible, when reduction is made, the
interests of the State will be safeguarded.

Mg, J. VERYARD (Balkatts): It is
my intention to support this motion.
Though it refers to Jocal industries
generallv. The mover has spoken ex-
haustively on the proposed reduction
as it affects the timber industry, and on
this point I am of opinien that he has
made out a strong case; therefore I do
not propose to touch on the timber ques-
tion. My impression of the Commisgioner
of Railways is that he has in the past
endeavoured to conduct his department
on commercial lines ; and [ do not think
we should find fault with him for so
doing. But in the interests of our
industries 1 think that the Government
should allow of some departure from
striet commercial principles, and should,
if necessary, permit the rallways to sustain
a loss with a view to building up our
industries. In my opinion, if we succeed
in that object, we shall in future be able
to make the raitway system pay; and
if a reduction of railway freights be made.
our agricultural and other industries
will greatly benefit. While I think a
revision of rates necessary, yet it must
be made with caution, having in view
our present financial position.  One aspect
of the question has not, 1 think, been
touched : I refer to the port-to-port rates.
I presume that the object of this system
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was to induce importers to send teirh
goods from port to port by rail rather
than Dby water. By the port-to-port
system the importer has great advan-
tuges over the small traders, I will gtve
one or two instances. By the port-to-
port system an importer can send a four-
ton parcel of goods from Fremantle to
Bunbury and can reconsign the same
to Yurloop for £6 10s., a distance of 164
miles ; but if he sent it direct from Fre-
mantle to Yarloop it would cost £8 0s. 8.
Thus it would eost £1 10s. 8. mare for a
distance of 70 miles less. In another
instance an importer may send a four-ton
percel from Fremantle to Katanning
1 he sends it direct it will cost him £21
1s. for 286 miles: but if he sends it to
Albany and reconsigns it to Katanning
it will cost only £10 Os. 8d., for 418 miles;
or, roughly, it will cost 50 per cent. less
to send that four-ton parcel over a 50 per
cent. greater distance. The port-to-port
rates ag they now stand do not help to
foster our industries, but have, I think,
the opposite effect. I take it that every
effort should be made by the Government
to foster our local industries; but the
system of port-to-port rates seems to
encourage the merchant to buy his goods
in the Eastern States and in other
countries. I do not think we should help
outside manufacturers, especially to the
detriment of local industries. 1 would
point out that mosr of the business
houses in Fremantle are managed by
agents, the proprietors living in other
parts of the world. The result is, the
agents are in no way interested in .our
local industries, and are anxious to get
through their business as easily as they
can, s0 as to make the largest possible
profit for their employers. The port-to-
port systemn enables them to import their
goods in bulk and send them straight
from Fremantle to other ports, instead of
buying goods from local factories. The
systent makes it easy for the agents to sell
imported rather than local goods, and
has a very serious effect on our small
factories, which cannot send goods up
country from Fremantle or Perth at the
port-to-port rates. Moreover, [ am led
to believe that the railway regulations
provide that the whole of the four-ton
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parcel consigned at the lower rate must be
sent to one person or firm. But 1 am
informed that this regulation is evaded,
and that in some cases three, four, or more
firms are supplied from one four-ton
parcel. If that is so I think that the
Commissioner should see that the regu-
lations are not defied.

Mg. Tavror: Surely no firm would
do that.

Mr. VERYARD: I certainly do not
think that the railway taviff was framed
to assist manufacturers outside the State ;
but it seems to me it has had that effect.
T will support the motionr with the hope
that the Minister for Railways will gee
the advisableness of amending the port-
to-port rates, so as to encourage our
local industries.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon. H. Gregory): This
motion is one that will not he opposed by
the Government. No doubt it is eminent-
ly desirable that, as far as we possibly can,
we should do everything to promeote the
local industries in this State ; and that
will be the policy that will always be in
front of us. A little while ago, certain
reductions in rates were made in regard
to the carriage of agricultural produce
and manures and things of that sort in
connection with agricultural industry,
and applications have been made for
reductions in rates in regard to ather
industiies. I hope that whatever is done
with a view of promoting local industries
will, as far as possible, be done generally,
80 4§ to give genuine assistance to all
industries without specially catering for
any one industry. Some industries, of
course, must get a little more consider-
ation than others, owing tolocalconditions.
A remark made by the member for Mount
Magnet (Mr. Troy} a little while ago
brought to my mind the negotiations
opened up recently for the carriage of
Collie coal to Day Dawn. It was pointed
out to the department that if we could
carry coal to Day Dawn at the rate of
about three-eighths of a penny per mile.
it would mean the consumption of be-
tween 1,200 and 2,000 tons of coal per
month. The member for Mount Magnet
said that there was an abundance of
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firewood between Mount Magnet and
Yalgoo, sufficient to supply the mines for
years.

Mr. Trov:
of Yalgoo.

Tee MINISTER: I hope the hon
member will inform the forest rangers
as to where these magnhificent forests
are. It costs about 17s. a ton to land
Newcastle ¢oal at Geraldton, and the
freight and wharinge from Geraldton
to Day Dawn are 19s. per ton. One and
three-quarter tons of mulga firewood has
been looked upon as equal to a ton of
Newcastle coal ; so that with Newcastle
coal costing 36s. at Day Dawn, the wood-
cutters would be able to supply wood at
£1 per ton to compete with the Newcastle
coal, if the firewood were available at the
price. At the present time there is a big
demand for wood in that district ; and
as they are now carrying wood 60 to 80
miles to Kalgoorlie and supplying it to
the mines at 12s. 6d. to 13s. a ton, 1
should imagine that if these forests exist
on the Murchison there should be a
splendid market for the wood-cutter.
But it has been generally conceded that
wood does not exist on the Murchison
fields within any reasonable distance
from the rallway. It is a matter to be
regretted. 1 wish we could evolve some
scheme of planting forests on the Mur-
chison. That is a matter that deserves
consideration. I regret exceedingly that
I did not see my way to give instructions
that Collie coal should be carried at the
reduced rate. I could not do it, because
we could not see that it would be profitable
to the Railway Department. Mining com-
panies were prepared to buy it, and it
meant a consumption of 1,200 to 2,000
tons of coal extra per rmonth, and a con-
siderable increase in employment at
Collie. But the distance was 8o great
from Collie to Day Dawn that it was
impossible for us to take the coal there
as a payable proposition as against the
Newcastle coal. During the debate on
this motion the arguments raised have
been more in connection with the carriage
of timber for export than anything else ;
but the member for Coolgardie made
certain statements in regard to anomalies
in the railway ratebook. The hon.

I should have said south
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member said that pear] barley was carried
at a certain rate, tapioca at a certain rate,
rice at another rate, sago at another rate,
and so on. These anomalies exist in all
railway rates. The rates depend a great
deal upon the value of the article carried,
On such articles as pilanos, whisky and
spirits of all kinds, I consider the depart-
ment should be able to get high rates, and
to compel people who go in for luxuries
to pay a little more. In that way we
could foster our industries. That is the
principle we adopt in connection with
our railway tariff. The system exists not
only in Western Australia hut elsewhere.
In regard to the commodities quoted, the
rates we charge compare favourably
with the rates charged in other States.
The trade value of pearl barley is £16 a
ton. On the distance from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlie, 387 miles, our rate per ton
is £5 Os. 10d. as against South Australia
£6 12s. 6d., Victoria £4 18s. 6d., New
South Wales £5 5s. 3d., and Queensland
£5 14s. 8d., and our rate is cheaper than
the rates in any other State with the
exception of Vigtoria. Tapioca is of a
higher commercial value than pear] barley,
and is carried at a higher rate. We charge
£6 12s. 5d. for 387 miles. For the same
distance in South Australia the rate is
£6 12s. 5d., in “Victoria it is £6 10s. 6d.,
in New South Wales £6 11s., and in
Queensland £8 11s. 7d. In reference
to the various commodities guoted,
the rate of freight is determined to a
great extent by the trade value of the
article; but we can see that the rates
charged on these articles on our raillways
compare very favourably and more than
favourably with the rates charged on
them in the Eastern States. Therefore
the statement of the member for Cool-
gardie falls to the ground. Complaint
was also made by the hon. member in
regard to the charge for the carriage of
sandalwood. He pointed out that we
charge 24s. 9d. for jarrah, and £2 5s. 7d.
for the carriage of sandalwood over the
game distance ; but sandalwood will not
pack as well as jarrah and it is of greater
value. At any rate, the matter is being
looked into, and it is the intention of the
department to make a small reduction
in regard to the carriage of sandalwood.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Local Industries.

In reference to the carringe of timber,
sleepers and hardwoods generally, it is
exceedingly difficult to point to ecom-
puarisons. 1f we take South Australia
and Victoria to try and make comparisons
with Western Australia, it is idle. Those
States have very little timber for export,
and there is no exporting being done
there. We can hardly compare Queens-
land with Western Australia, because in
Queensland the carriage of hardwoods is
over greater distances than here. Also
in New South Wales to a great extent
the carriage of timbers is by water, and
only to a slight extent is timber carried
on the railways of that State. I had
proposed to deal with the various charges
made in each of the States; but as 1 say,
they do not apply, and I hardly think
any benefit would result from giving the
vgrious rates charged. Statements were
made more especially in regard to the
charges in Queensland and in regard te
the speciul rate being paid there. The
ordinary rate in Queensland for 52 miles,
which is the longest distance we are
earrying timber here by rail, is 8s. 4d. as
against 7s. 1d. here. I believe a special
rate was granted there lately, but it was
only made for one contract.

Mr. A. J. Wison: That special rate
was 2s. 9d It is now 5s.

Tae MINISTER: I may say the
Commissioner of Railways telegraphed to
Queensland and received a reply that the
2s. 9d. rate was for a trial lot of sleepers
only, and that afterwards the ordinary
rate applied; but I found the ordinary
rate could not apply, because it would be
8s. 4d. for 52 miles. So I caused another
telegram to be sent, and the reply was
that they charged M class rates for logs
and sawn timber for export beyond Aus-
tralia, but that very little was conveyed
under 50 miles. The M rate for 52
miles would be 5s. as against 7s. 1d. in
Western Australia; but 1 wish to be
fair, and in Queensland they do not charge
whariage, whereas here we charge whar-
fage to the extent of 2s. a ton; also for
longer distances our rate would be higher.
But the average rate from 52 to 90 miles,
the distance they carry sleepers in Queens-
land, is 6s. 7d. there as against 8s. 6d.
here. There are no wharfage charges
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in the 6s. 7d., while they must be added
to the 8s. Gd., the average rate here.
The question of wharfage was dealt with
recently by the Premier. A deputation
waited on him and he informed them
that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to reduce the wharfage to 1s. per
ton. That will be given effect to very
shortly, but it will mean a loss of £9,000
to the State.

MR. HoraN : It was robbery before.

Tre MINISTER: Of ecurse in some
places they pay a higher rate of wharfage
than the 2s. charged here. Members
must remember that there has been a large
expenditure of public money at Bunbury
and other places; and we must look to
the people using the harbour facilities
for some portion of the npkeep and for
some proportion of the outlay on the
construction of works. They should pay
some proportion for the business being done
through the construction of the harbours.
Therefore we are justified in making some
charge for these services. We are pre-
pared to sacrifice £9,000 a year, and I
think that, in conjunction with the whai-
fage, considering our financial pesition,
is exceedingly generous indeed, Other
arguments were used why freights should
bereduced. Bush hanlage was one matter
referred to. I think some anomalies exist
there, I have heard where a truck has
been run on to a company’s line loaded,
and sent back loaded, and a double charge
has been made for the truck.  If the truck
is sent in loaded, a certain wheel charge
is made, and if it is sent out empty no
extra charge is made, but if the truck is
sent out full again, a double haulage
charge is made. That seems unfair. In
the first place the Railway Department
ought to be thankful for getting a loaded
truck out rather than an empty one.
There has been a big outcry as to the
large expenditure companies are put to
in connection with renting places along-
side the railway line, or at our railway
stations, for the storage of goods. The
total amount received last year by the
Railway Department not only for the
storage of timber but for reatal of sites
was £734 12s. 6d. There are vo fewer
than 73 sites rented by 23 firms, and on
these sites offices are erected, and the
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total amount which the Railway Depart-
ment received during 19053-6 wace
£734 12s. 6d.

Mu, A, J. Wisox : Thut was received ;
what was claimed.?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
believe some exorbitant claims were
made. The department naturally wished
to show they must have control, and
although the charges made might be
nominal where the stacking of timber
takes place, still thers must be some
control. At Bunbury some of the sites
granted to Millar Bros. and others are
exceedingly valuable as business sites,
and a fair rental should be paid if persons
desire to have these sites along the railway
line. When I point out that only £734
was paid last year for storage for 73 sites,
divided amongst 23 firms, it shows that
the timber companies have not been
heavily dealt with. I do not want the
member for Forrest to think that I apply
this argument to him. He has naturally
heard statements made and he would,
not knowing the amount, naturally
assume that these charges amount to
gome thousands of pounds, because
there has been a big outery by those
interested. Dealing generally with the
rates for carrying timber, I think
our charges are rather high.  There
is no doubt when we compare our
rates with the rates in existence in all
the other States of Australia they are
high. But we have a big industry that
requires fostering, and so long as we can
foster it fairly and equitably in the best
interests of the State we should do so.
I do not think that anyone desires that
the Government should carry the timber
at a loss. Our timber is world-famed,
and it commands a big price in the markets
of the world. I notice the prices which
have been gquoted are as follow:
Tasmania asks 72s. a load ; in Queensland
the price is 76s. a load. against 98s. for
Western Australian timber. That shows
that we have a magnificent asset in our
timber, and the industry should he
fostered. I do not say this because I think
the industry is declining, for such is not
the case.  We find that the timber locally
grown conveyed over the railways was
as follows :—In 1902-3, 328,000 tons wers
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carried ; 1903-4, 410,000 tons; 1904-5,
378,000 ; and in 1905-G, the quantity
had increased to 446,000 tons, the largest
output inany year for the past four years:
therefore there has been no decrease in
the output.

Mr. A. J. WnsoN: There was a con-
siderable diminution in the profits. It
is not the quantity that pays but the
profits.

Tre MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Take four years, we find there has been
an increase during that period. At Bun-
bury during 1904-5 the exports amounted
to 214,763 tons. Last year the export
was 245,643 tons. There was a con-
siderable increage in the export from
Bunbury as well as the general increase
throughout the State. One other state-
ment was made. It was pointed out that
at a number of stations a much smaller
amount in freight had been received.
No doubt there was a reduction at
side stations. Instructions were issued
to give better facilities to companies so
that they should be able to pay at stations
to which goods were sent. Tast year
there was an increase of freight on
timber to Fremantle of £10,106, at
North Fremantle £16,381, and the inerease
at Bunbury was £10,168, or a total
inerease in regard to timber freights last
year of £36,565, being an exeess in
value of £8,009 at nine sations, which
had shown a deficit. It will be seen
that as far as the industry is con-
cerned, there has been no falling off
so far as we can judge. Concessions will
be made in the wharfage, and a con-
cession also will be made in the freights.
What method will be adopted has not yet
been determined upon. The report of
the board of inquiry makes certain recom-
mendations to the Government, and these
recommendations will receive considera-
tion. I can only assure members that
with a desire to promote the industry,
we think some reductions should be made.
Some reduction was made last year in
connection with the agrieultural industry,
and every industry of the State is worthy
of consideration. The chief object of the
Government should be to try and promote
the local industries of the State. Our
freight charges in connection with the
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carriage of timber are somewhat in
excess of those in the Eastern States. [
think it has been clearly pointed out not
only by those interested, but by the board
appointed, that i we desire to see the

] timber industry fostered as it should be,

greater facilities must be given and
cheaper ireights granted by the (Govern-
ment. Reductions will be made. They
may be small, but at the same time farther
concessions will be granted to give bett-r
facilities, and chenper freights will be
charged than have been the case in the
past.

Mr. A. A, HORAN (Yilgarn) : But for
a remark of the Mipister in dealing with
this question, I should not have risen
to address the House. Whilst he was
gpeaking he alluded to the fact. quite
innocently, as to how freights were arrived
at. I think the hon. member was
slightly astray on that score. There are
several elements considered in the due
determination of what is to be the rate
for a ton of goods carried from one point
to another on our railway system. We
had a question asked last night, and I
somewhat regret that such a questiopn
should be asked in the House, becanse it
is a question that is impossible to answer,
as the Minister rather appropriately and
diplomatically replied. DBut there are
given factors in the gquestion where a
ton of goods have to be conveyed from
one point to another as to classification
of goods, as generally accepted by the
Clearing House of the Board of Trade in
England, and al! the States have accepted
them with slight modifications. I think
personally if an article be admited into
the State at 10s. less duty than another
type of article, probably something
equivalent to that 10s. would be put on
in extra carriage on the railways. There
are three or four other elements which
have to be considered. Take a ton at the
bed-rock price, as was asked in the House.
Let us take four simple illustrations, a
ton of furniture, a ton of caneware furni-
ture, a ton of iron, and a ton of salt. From
a railway point of view to convey a ton of
caneware furniture, or any kind of furni-
ture, would naturally necessitate two
trucks, which would be at least ten tons
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dead weight. Then there is the element
of wind resistance, necessitating farther
engine power, the question of the possi-
bility of damage by rain, or by sparks
from the engine caused by Collie coal
or fires, or on account of an accident.
All these things have to be brought into
consideration. Supposing a ton of salt
were carried, this would have to be sheeted
and 2 ton of sull would not occupy more
space than a ton of iron, which
would not require to be shoeted.
But nevertheless a ton of iron would not
necessitate the sheeting of that tonm,
and it would not occupy nearly the
space. It would not necessitate the
great amount of dead weight to be
hauied, it would not mean 2 dozen trucks
being put on instead of one; and a ton of
salt would suffer the result of rain falling
on it. A ton of iron could be stowed
away in a truck, and three or four more
tons of stuff could be placed in that
truck, and consequently four or five tons
could be put in one truck, whereas in the
case of a ton of furniture it would require
two or possibly three trucks. These are
things which do not strike people. It is
surprising to find not only the Minister
for Railways but the ex-Minister making
some absurd remarks from time to time,
because he does not understand the basis
on which all these rates are caleulated.
[Interjection.] The information is sup-
plied by departmental officers who prob-
ably themselves are acting by rule of rote
and do not know what they are doing. I
bave had to do with the striking of rates
from time to time, and these are things
which have to be taken into very serious
consideration, and consequently they are
not likely to be discussed in this House
by people who simply look at the rates
and compare the rates here with the rates
elsewhere, and do not know why they
exist. They want to get at the basis of
whut it costs the country to haul a ton of
one kind of goods as against another
kind. T agree with the motion of the
member for Forrest for two or three
reasons. The principal one is this. I
think the House might generally agree
that it is not intended to make a
very highly paying concern 6f any section
of the public departments. The Rail-
way Department, the great developmental
departraent of this State, should be
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made to assist the progress of the coun-
try, and if the progress of the country
can be achieved by reducing the railway
rates in some particular degree where a
particular indwstry has to be assisted,
that should be done if possible. I kpow
nothing about the timber industry. I
have never been in the South-Western
District where the member for Forrest
has been so familiar lately, but I have
been in the goldfields districts, and there
they certainly do require some considera-
tion and very substantial reductions in
the cost of conveyance of mining ma-
chinery. T could quote dozens and
dozens of cases to the House, but instead
of doing that I will submit them to the
Minister, and I believe he will give con-
sideration to them. T have known many
prospecting parties deprived of the oppor-
tunity of developing good shows om
account of the iniquitous rates they are
subjected to by the Railway Depurtment,
There they might have made a new Kal-
goorlie, a new Coolgardie, a new Golden
Mile by the assistance that might have
been given to new prospecting shows by
reducing the railway rates for the con-
veyance of mechanical appliances and
machinery for mining, and similarly I
suppose that in agricultural matters the
same argument would hold good. In the
Eastern States—I have mentioned it
before, though not in this House, on
certain occastons—a wmining company
with which I was connected found itself
unable to compete with the foreign trade.
The then Chief Commissioner of the New
South Wales Railway Department was
Mr. Eddy, now deceased, who was
generally recognized as being the
greatest railway ezpert who has ever
occupied any position of importance in
Australia. The question was submitied
to him whether or not a reduction shoutd
be made for the conveyance of coal
from the point I am alluding to, to
Sydney. It wasa question of threspence,
which was not much. The Commissioner
recognised that we were paying at that
time sizpence per ton royalty to the Mines
Department, and that the railway could
convey the stuff at a reduced price.
Knowing that for every ton by which the
Railway Department increased its traffic
the Mines Department got sixpence,
and that whilst ope department d4id
not exactly gain (neither did it lose), the
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Government as a whole gained by the
transaction, be readily acceded to my
request and reduced the rate; and in
that locality where previously there had
been only 200 or 300 men, and where
they had been working ouly two or three
days a fortnight, there were constantly
5,000 or 6,000 men working on full time.
T would like the Minister and the Govern-
ment generally not to have the idea of
making the Railway Department by
itself a paying concern. The Railway
Department is there for the developwent
of the country, and perhaps the Govern-
ment might lose in one direction, but the
Mines Department, the timber industry,
or any other industry might gain tenfold,
to compensate for a small loss probably
made in the working costs of the Railway
Department.

Tee MinisrEr ror Rasnways: You
will increase the trafiic, and that is a
strong consideration.

Me. HORAN : Exactly. Largely in-
creased traffic is a great point, and greatly
increased population,  Although the
question of Customs is out of our hands,
we get back the Customs paymenis in an
indirect fashion from the Federal Govern-
ment. These things should be remem-
bered, and it would be well for the House
to bear in mind that the railways should
not, any more than any other Govern-
ment department, be the means of exact-
ing profits out of the pockets of the people.
Profits should be distributed through
some channe! whereby the people them-
selves would get the benefit. I had no
intention to speak on this motion; but I
lay down a broad principle to which no
man can take exception. 1 do not eare
whether the railways lose a little here or
a little there. TIf the Lands Department
achieve twice as much benefit, let the
Lands Department do so. Tet us segre-
gate if you will the Railway Department
from any other public department, and
then of course the Commissioner will be
able to say whether or not he is making
it a success. That is the proper thing to
do. We should make the whole admini-
stration of the railways, like any other
department, tend to the mutual benefit
of everybody.

[Mr. ILLiNawoRrTH took the Chair.]
Me. J. EWING (Collie) : Before the
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words. I had intended to speak at some
length, but the Minister has told us
practically the intention of the Govern-
ment, and it seens perhups unnecessary
to take up the time of the House to any
extent. I think that the member for
Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wilson) has brought
before the House and the country one of
the most important questions that could
receive cousideration. As far as I am
concerned, the member for Leonora (.
Lynch), in speaking to this question at
some length, and greatly to the point,
stated in reference to a certain deputa-
tion that it vevealed a position of affuirs
between myself and the company which
should not exist. T congratulate the
small mill-owners on going to the
Premier as a deputation. A rontroversy
had been going on for a very consider-
able time between certain people and
Millars’ Company which seemed to me to
require either endorsement or denial from
somesource or another. ''hat endorsement
came from the small owners, and it seems
to me a matter for congratulation that at
any rate the statements made had
some truth in them, I am justified in
congratulating the people whe stated
that a reduction of freights was neces-
sary, because it would have been a bad
thing to impress people with the opinion
that misstatements had beer made. In
my opinion, the only consideration the
timber industry requires is in respect of
its export trade; and if the (overnment
deal with that aspect of the indusiry,
they will do all that is necessary. The
member for Forrest stated that Queens-
land timber is sold for something like
16s. 6d. per load less, c.if. India, than
our local timber. This shows that
Queensland has control of the market;
that we have not a market for our
exported timber, and shall have to recover
it if possible. But Iwish particularly to
touch on the guestion of the carriage of
coal to the Murchison Goldfields. The
Minister for Railways stated to-night
that the Commissioner has found it im-
possible to stimulate the coal industry
by carrying the product at the lower
freights requested. It bas also been
stated by tbe member for Mt. Magnet
(Mr. Troy) that there is an abundance of
wood in the Murchison district. If that
is 8o, then, as pointed out by the Minister,

question is put I would like to say a few | there is a splendid market for that wood
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at the present time. But the position
seems to be that we are now importing
coal from Newcastle for the Murchison
goldfields. If we can displace that coal
by our local product we shall be doing
something of great advautage to the
State, If the Commissioner for Rail-
ways or the Government could have seen
their way to meet the wishes of those
who have local coal to sell and thase who
wish to purchase it, the output would
have been increused by 30,000 or 40,000
tons per annum. However, it is net
necessary to go farther into the question
than to express regret that the Govern-
ment have not been able to meet the
wishes of the preducers and would-be
purchasers. Perhaps the position is that
a certain profit is made on the carriage of
Newcastle coal from Geraldton to Day
Dawn. But we have to look at the other
side of the question also—what it means to
the State if Collie coal were consumed
thereinstead of Newcastle. Practically 500
additionral men would be employed at
Collie and a considerable wages fund
distributed. I beliave that the question
will be opened again at an early date;
and I hope that a more satisfactory
deciston will be ¢ome to on that occasion.
I ghould like to point out a very satis-
factory statement made the other night
by the Minister for Railways (Hon. H.
Gregory), when he stated his personal
opinion that he was not concerned so much
forarailway sinking fund; that if the rail-
ways were properly maintained and paid
interest ou capital, he personally would
not be opposed to devoting a certain por-
tion of the money set apart for our
sinking fund to securing a reduction in
freights. I hope that this will be the
opinion of the Ministry as a whole. We
must recognise that we have no weapon
but our railways with which to fight
imports from the Eastern States. Of
course we are all anxious to live on good
terms with the Eastern States; but we
must recognise that they will by every
possible means develop their industries,
if necessary to the detriment of the
industries of Western Australia. Self-
preservation is the first law of nature,
and we must practise it in Western Aus-
tralia.  Therefore we must use our rail-
ways, when we can without any injustice
to the people, to develop our local indus-
tries. I should like to refer to the
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remarks which you, sir (Mr. Itlingworth),
have made in this debate. As a financial
authority you are highly respected; and
you have impressed upon us the neces-
sity for great caution in reducing our
railway rates. But unless we are pre-
pared to assist in developing our indus.
tries, by carrying as cheaply as possible
not oniy agricultural produce bul the
produce of our forests and our mines, we
cannot have progress in this State. The
Government huve, I think, acted wisely,
and I regret that they have not gone so
far as I should like to go in this direc-
tion, However, we shall judge by
results the reductions they make in
freights, and the bearing that the reduc-
tions will have on our industries. It
has been stated, doubtless with truth, that
if the reduetions are adequate these indus-
tries will goahead by leapsand bounds. We
shall have a large export trade in timber,
and a very considerable local trade in
coazl, which trade is now in the hands of
the Eastern producers. If we can do
these things, then a reduction of freights
is the correct policy to pursue, and a
policy that will always bave my support.
And in order to reduce the railway rates
I should be prepared to wipe out the
railway sinking fund, and to use for the
purpose of such reductions the £100,000
available for sinking-fund purposes. I
hope that due regard will be paid to
what is known as the zone system, so as to
enable the timber mills at s distance from
the base of operations to consign their
timber so as compete fairly with mills
nearer the ports. But outside that, 1
think it is unfair in this House to attack
any particular timber company, such as
Millars; for we must recogpise that
whatever our opinions may be of the
policy pursued by that company, we owe
a great debt of gratitude to the people
who, like the Combine shareholders,
invested their money in the timber
industry. We must remember that in
all parts of the civilised globe they
bave opened up agencies and popu-
larised our timber, and make it possible
to place West Australian jarrah on the
markets of the world. Therefore they
deserve well at our hands, and I would
not be a party in this House to saying a
word against those people. I hope that
whutever is done will be done without
regard to Millars or to any other com-
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pany, but simply with a view to develop-
ing the industry which the member for
Forrest has so ably defended here. I
hope that before many days have passed
this question will be finally settled as
regards the timber industry, and that we
shall aguin have a couvsiderable export
trade in timber.

Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan) : I should
like to say a word or two in support of
the motion. The hard-and-fast system
by which the Commissioner of Railways
now rvuns his department oun purely
business lines certainly does not tend to
develop the country. I know instancesin
which small local industries have asked for
cerlain concessions in respect of sidings,
etcetera. The price demanded by the
department is absolutely prohibitive and
out of all reason. My argument is that
the Railway Department ought to meet a
developing industry, at all events half-
way. What is the use of asking a
begianer, before putting in a siding for
him, to prove that the siding will show a
profit of eight per cent.? T zay we
should use the Railway Department
largely as a means of developing the
country; and it is & mistake to run the
railways eutirely as a commercial con-
cern, I have held for many years that
the zone system should be applied nof
only to timber but to produce generally.
Many years ago, when living on the
Williams River, although I was 100 miles
from Perth direct, my journey to Perth
by rail covered 160 miles. The extra 60
miles of railway was of no particular use
to me, though I had to pay for that mile-
age. It would bave been infinitely pre-
ferable to me had the route been straight.
If we follow out the zone system we 1m-
mediately create a fresh asset for the
State every time we throw out a fresh
zone ; becanse the man situated at the ex-
tremity of the zone can placehisproduce on
the market at the same cost for freightas
the man situated near thehome boundary.
Consequently the deterrent now existing
to wen settling in outlying districts is
done away with, because a man will be
able to place bis stuff on the warket at
the same price as any other man in his
zone. The syslem should apply not only
in the timber industry, but all round. I
am with the member for Collie that every
endeavour should be made to supplant
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Newcastle coal by the local article. The
argument used that it does wot pay to
give u reduced rate to convey Collie coal
to the Murchison is used exactly in the
same way by the Commissioner when he
tells us in his report that it pays him
better to buy private dams on the gold-
fields to compete with the Coolgardie
water scheme which we have constructed
at a cost of willions of money. Heis
able to get water at 8s. perhaps, as
against 4s. charged by the scheme; and
he considers it pays him belter to sink
£500 or £600 in the purchase of
private dains in order to defraud another
State department vunming the water
scheme. Thut is an entirely wrong hypo-
thesis to work on. The railways should
be used largely to assist in the develop-
ment of the country, and should not be
ran on hard-and-fast commercial lines.
In exoneration of the Commissioner to
gome extent, Mr. George has told me
that under the present Act he is bound
to run everything as a hard-and-fast
commercial concern; but if the House
will say to him that he is to run the rail-
ways more in accordance with the desire
of the country for developmental pur-
poses, he is quite prepared to do so and
is prepared to face the consequences
if he does not rmn the railways as
well as they should be run. So long
as the Act lays down hard-and-fast
lines that he inust run the railways
as a commercial concern, he is going to
doit. Al I say is that it rests with this
House to alter the Commissioner’s in-
structions, and I for one am quite satisfied
that the railways should be used to assist
in the development of the country, and
not to exploit industries already in exijst-
ence.

[The SpEaKER resumed the Chair.]

Me. A. J. WILSON (in reply as
mover): I have very little to reply to. I
have to thank members generally for the
reception accorded to the motion moved
by me some weeks ago; and I have to
thank the Government particularly for
their attitude in regard to this matter. I
have every reason to believe that in their
hands the matter will receive that con-
sideration theindustry deserves. I desire
to take some exception to certain remarks
made in the course of this debate by the
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member for Muorchison (Mr. Holman) ;
remarks which he bad absolutely no
justification for making, because he knew
that the contrary of what he said was a
fact. The hon, member tried to mislead —
I will not say that—but he made state-
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ments which were liable to lead members

of the House to certain conclusions which
In my opinion were directed more par-

ticularly for the purpose of rivetting the

attention of workers in the timber in-
dustry and causing them to take a wrong
impression and a wrong view of the whole
matter. The hon. member allowed him-
gelf to make statements which be knew
were quite contrary to the actual facts of
the case. He said that if I had adopted
a reasonable attitude in the month of
August, 1903, there would have been o
Qifficulty or trouble in the timber industry
at all. He said that if T had advised
the men to accept the offer made to
him as president of the A.W.A. by
Mr. Teesdale Smith, a copy of whose
letter was read in this House, the
positior would be very much different
from whatit is now. But the hon. member
knows very well that the offer vontained

in that proposal was submitted to a ballot

of the whole of the workers in the timber
industry, and that the offer contained
a proposal to level down the wages to
the rate paid at Yarloop and Mornington,
menning & serious reduction to workers
in many of the mills. TFor that reason if
for no other reason the offer of Mr. Tees-
dale Smith was declined with thanks.

Me. HounaN: The letter was never
placed before the men.

Me. A. J. WILSON : The hon. mem-
ber knows differently. He knows that
the whole question was submitted to the
workers throughout the industry and
that they took a ballot on the question.
He knows that the delegates from
Mornington attended with himself at

the offer made, which was subsequently
submitted by the same delegates to the
men whom they represented at the
particular conference. It is idle for the
hon. member to manifest his colossal
intelligence in this matter in this way.
Whatever else he may desire to do, he
should first of all have a desire to be
perfectly fair to everybody.

Mz. HoLman: I was too careful.
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M=z: A. J. WILSON : The hon. mem-
ber never knew how to be other than
what he s, and he caunot help being
what he is. The hon. member said that
the question we have to ask ourselves is,
What is the position so far as the Com-
bine are concerned in this business—do
they make the buginess pay? ‘When
the hon. member asks a guestion like
that. surely he rccognises that we have
members in this House with sufficient in-
telligence to discriminate between facts;
und if he had any reason to believe that
the business of the Combine was paying,
be should have demonstrated it, and
should not have asked us to accept
bis ipse dizit on the matter. What
I have to take ecxception to in con.
nection with the remarks of the member
for Murchison awud other members who
have spoken on the Opposition side of the
House, is thal they have entirely and
absolutely ignorved the vital issue con-
tained in the motion. It is not as to
whether the railway rutes are too high,
but the issue at stake is the existence of
an important industry giving employment
to between 3,000 and 4,000 men.

Mz. Borronw : It does not say so.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: That is the
question at issue in the debate. It is a
question which I went to considerable
trouble to place before the House. It is
the issue that bas been placed emphatic-
ally, clearly, and unanswerably not only
before the House but before the country
during the last three or four months ; yet
some hon. members who profess fo know

: all about the business, who make bald

: L i .
Mr, Teesdale Smith’s office and heard ° torale against e

and meaningless statements, cannot pro-
duce one fuct or tittle of evidence to dis-
prove the case brought forward. [M=.
Borron interjected.] T venture to say
this to the member for North Fremantle,
that when the next election comes round
I challenge him to fizht the Forrest elec-
I give the member
that challenge now.

Mz. Herrmann : Resign now, straight
away.

Mz, WILSON: The member knows
when he has » good thing, and will not
take apy risk. I brought the motion
before the House because I recognised
one or two things were likely io take
place in regard to the timber industry,
that either the men would have to sacri-
fice their employment or else we must
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throw a burden on the shoulders of the
workers by reducing wages, which they
could not reasonably bear. One of
these two 1ssues was at stake, and the
only alternative to a realisation of either
one of the two issues was to give some
tangible velief to the industry on the
part of the State, and the only way 1
could see in which relief could be given
was along the lines suggested by the
timber board inquiry. But to say as
some members have said that we should
adopt the timber board inquiry’s recon-
mendations ie something I am mnotf
prepared personally to indorse; becanse
the adoption of the timber board inquiry’s
recommendations would only give that
relief which I seek to confer on all the
timber employees to about 10 per cent.
of the workers in the industry, and the
remainder 85 to 90 per cent. of the
timber workera would not receive the
slightest benefit by the adoption of
the fimber board’s recommendations.
Whether we like it or not we have no
right to close onr eyes to the fact that
the timber industry for the time heing
is centred within distances which come
within a railway radius of the port of
shipment, to which the adoption of the
timber beard’s recommendations would
give but. very slight benefit or coneession ;
therefore whatever we do in regard to
this matter, we must recoguise primarily
that the only portion of the industry
that has a claim to consideration is that
portion which engages in competition in
the world’s market with the produce
from the Eastern States and from other
portions of the world. There is at the
present time no immediate concern as to
that portion of the timber trade which is
consummed in the local market of the
* State. I want to emphasise that fact.
There is no immediate necessity to make
concessions to meet that portion of the
industry confined to the local market of
the State. The position is somewhat
difficult. T want to point out in reply to
the Minister for Railways, although
the distances which timber has to be
carried in the REastern States may be
longer than the average distance here,
the question at issue is not whether
we have greater or shorter distances
of land transit, but whether the life of
our industry is at stake, and whether we
are justified in asking that some rebate
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or revision shall take place in our rail-
way freights in order to carry on the
industry in competition with the other
States. T wmerely use the illustration as
far as the Fastern States are concerned,
not because the total amount paid for
land transit in this State is higher than
that in the Eastern States, but that as
far as the bulk of goods conveyed is con-
cerned the rate charged here for a given
service is higher than would be charged
for a similar service in the Eastern
States. That goes to prove I think that
if they can carry a load of timber 52
miles in Queensland for 5s., exclusive of
wharfage, and wake it pay, there is no
reason why we onght not to be able to do
it for something approaching that rate
here. T am not saving we could do it

. for the same rate under precisely the

. —— e —

same conditions and make precisely the
same profit, but I say we ought to be
able to make an allowance for the
difference, and approximate somewhat
nearer to the amount than is the case
at the present time in Queensland.
That is the only reason why personally I
desire to instance the disparity between
the cost of the services. There appears
to be very little difference whether you
carry your goods 37 miles or whether
they are carried 52 miles. The difficulty
in regard to the timber board’s recom-
mendations is this. If the timber board’s
recommendations are adopted and the 5s.
zone for 27 miles and over is adopted,
the result will be that only one timber
company in the State will receive any
tangible benetit at all, and that one com-
pany is situated at the 52 miles radius,
the Greenbushes Timber Corporation.
There are only three timber export com-
panies in the State, so that the Western
Australian Jarrah Timber Company, with
their radius of 37 miles, will only receive
an advantage, if the 5s. zone system is
adopted, of 10d. per load, and the same
advantage would be enjoyed by Millare
as far as exports from Yarloop are con-
cerned, which would also come within the
B7 miles zone. But the 10d. would not
be sufficient to enable the industry to be
carried on and to pay wages now being
paid, and to secure to the people who
have invested their money in the busi-
ness anything like a reasonable return
for the capital put into the business.
These people do not ask for a profit of 4
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per cent. for all the years they have had
their money in the business, but they ask
for a reasonable guarantee, as far as the
future is concerned, of some hope or
possibility of being able to carry on
the industry in the State under normal
conditions, as far as the wages and
hours of labour are concerned, and
guarantee seme slight return on the
monoy invested in the business, I
want to point out that it has not been
proved by aoy member who bas been
opposed to this motion that the request
which has been made for a smull dividend
is an unfair or unreasonable proposition
on the part of the shareholders who have
invested their money and capital in this
business. That seems to me a rather
important feature of the whole question.
Either those people are or are not
eutitled to a fair retnrn. I think they
are, I think that a man who puts his
money into that business is entitled to
just as much—no more and no less—
consideration and just as fair treatment
as anybody else who engages in business,
whether a worker or a capitalist. [Inter-
jection by Me. Lynen.] I must admit
that the member for Leonora made outa
very good case from the somewhat
bewildered view (as be said) that he has on
the whole of this subject. I admit he
- made a very strong case, and that he
seemed to take what were apparently the
weakest points in the armour of the
cause put up as far as the industry is
concerned. He institnted a compurison
as to the amount of capital which the M.
(. Davies Company was floated for in
1894—1 think the figure he gave was
£28,000, and that he said it was sold to
the Combine in 1902 for .£225,000. He
forgot to tell the House that when
that company sold out to Millars’
Combine there was £45,000 worth of
railways aloue, and belween £20,000 and
£30,000 worth of jetties, without paying
any regard to the building plant which
stands upoon the concession, and without
any regard whatever to what would be
the ordinary Government charge for that
timber royalty to be paid, which the com-
pany has had up to date. He also forgot
to mention that when all th2se companies
were amalgamated an estimate was made
of the actual market value of every com-
pany joining the amalgamation, and every
item was most carefully and minutely
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valued before the concern was taken over,
and each of the amalgamating companies

I bad an opportunity of seeing and knowing

exactly what it was paying for the other
fellow’s assets. T am alow to believe that
keen business men are going to pay any-
thing unnecessary for a business which
they are bnying over in the ordinary way;
and I venture to say that if the member
for Leonoru had approached this question
with a fair, free, and unprejudiced mind
and had investigated all the facts that
could be placed before him, he would
have been satisfied that value was given
for valve received so far as the amalga-
mation was concerned.

Mer. Lynen: I am prepared to allow
you the value of those railways and pldnt,
and that will leave about £100,000 of
capital on which intersst was expected,
but which capital was never invested.

Me. A. J. WILSON: I venture to say
that if the hon. member had approached
the question and the information placed
before him with a fair and open mind he
would have risen from the investigation
fully convinced that value was given for
value received. However, that does not
get away from the fact that these people
are entitled fo some consideration, and
unless they receive that consideration
what is going to be the alternative 7 Are
we going to ask—I am not going to
do so, anyhow —the workers in this
industry to bear this burden? I say
certainly not, because I know only
too well the position of the workers
engaged in that industry, and T have
striven all through to do my utmost to pre-
vent the possibility of interference with
the industrial conditions of the wmen.
I have fought as stremuously as I have
been able in order that some considera-
tion should be given to the timber in-
dustry in velation to railway rates and
wharfage charges with a view to pre-
vent the possibility of any interference
with the industrial conditions. I believe I
shall succeed in doing so. Whether I
shall get any honour or credit for having
done go is a matter that does not concern
me in any degree. All that has concerned
we throughout the turmoil, bother, and
trouble has been this. I have asked my-
self all through one question: Am I
doing what T believe honestly and con-
scientiously to be in the best interests of
the men 1 represent ? Having answered
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that question iu' the affirmative all the
time, I have kept strictly to that line
heedless of the consequences, regavdless
of the adverse criticism and of the odium
and opprobrium I huve been subjected to.
T have been satisfied with that ome con-
viction, that throughout the whole of this
business I have acted conscientiously and
straightforwardly, believing that T was
serving the best interests of the men, and
that I was adopting one line of conduct
caleulated to save the position as far as
the tnen were concerned, and relieve them
of the possibility of industrial trouble
and strife and a lowering of their wages.
I have to thank wmembers for the way
they have received the wotion and for
the consideration given to it, and I hope
that in considering this question the
Government will not forget that there
are 90 per cent. of the workers en-
gaged in this industry to whom the
adoption of the timber board's recom-
mendation wonld mean but a very small
conceseion, and it would probably mean
that those workers would also have to pay
their portion when contributing to the
upkeep of this particular industry. 1
hope that due regard will be bad
to that matter, and that as far as
the present Government are concerned
nothing will be left undone tv prevent
the possibility of those workers having to
suffer any interference with the extsting
industrial conditions. I hope the Govern-
ment will so act in order that the people
of Western Australia may reap the advan-
tage that is at present enjoyed of the
circulation of between £5650,000 and
£700,000 capital every year coming into
the country on account of the timber
industry of this State.

Question put and passed.
"ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at 1049 o'clock,
until the next day.
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lﬁort Timbers of West Austmlm “Mr. Adam ... 1872
Land Toax Assessment, Cam resu.med pm
gress - - . 1873

Tre SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION —ESTIMATES, WHEN
READY.

Me. BATH (without notice) asked
the Treasurer: When may we expect
the Annual Estimates to be brought
before the House ?

Tae TREASURER replied: It will
be readily understood that we can hardly
complete the Estimates until we know
the result of the Land Tax Bill and the
Land Tax Assessment Bill. I am work-
ing at the Estimates now, and I hope
to have everything in readiness in a fort-
night, or at any rate three weeks.

REPORT—-TIMBERS OF
AUSTRALIA.

Tee PREMIER, in preseanting the
Report on the Supply of Wooden
Sleepers from Australia, by Mr. J.
Adam, F.C.HA., M.I.CE., Junior Con.
sulting Engineer for Ruilways to the
Government of India, said: The Leader
of the Opposition referred to this report,
and I would like to say that Mr. Adam,
in_his report to his Government, has
referred in some instances to West Aus-
tralian jarrah in rather complimentary
terms, and he quotes from different
authorities in regard to it. The report
of Mr. Moncreiff, the Engineer-in-Chief
of South Australia, which is quoted by
Mr. Adam, says:—

Jarrah timber from Western Australia hae
given every satisfaction when used for railway
sleepers in South Awustralia, and if properly
seasoned before pufting into the road, I ahould
expect, as heretofore, a life of from 20 to 25
yeare from the same under ordinary trafic.

I commend the perusal of Mr. Adam’s
report to hon. members, together with
the report presented vesterday containing
the result of the tests made by Mr.
Julius. Those tests were most compre-
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